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Editorial
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Colin has also been coaching Laura Reynolds for 10 years,
since she began in the sport.

Laura Reynolds
Born in 1989 to Jim and Catherine Reynolds, Eslin, Mohill,
Laura was educated at Mohill National School and Marian
Community College, Mohill. She has a degree from DCU in
PE, Science and Biology. Her early achievements include:
Winning the National Community Games Under 13 Walk in
Mosney in 2001; Representing Ireland in the World Youths
(Under 17) Championships 2005; Winning the all Irish
Schools Walking Championships while in Secondary School
and; Winning University Championships while at Third
Level. She has also represented Ireland in the World Junior
Championships, European Under 23 Championships and in
the 2011 World Student Games. 

Over the past few yeas, Laura has represented Ireland in
World and European Cups on a yearly basis. Her big break-
through came this year when she achieved the Olympic
Standard over 20K in the Grand Prix Event in La Coruna,
Spain, in early June and achieved a magnificent 20th in the
London Olympic Games.

Colin & Laura’s Olympic Journey
The County Track and Field Championships in Manorhamil-

Leitrim Guardian Person of the Year 2013
Leitrim’s Olympians — 
Colin Griffin & Laura Reynolds

Colin Griffin
The son of Padraig and Patricia Griffin, Ballinamore, Colin
attended Ballinamore Boys’ National School and Fatima &
Felim’s Secondary School and has a degree from the 
University of Limerick in Public Administration. Some of his
early successes include: Winning the Schools International
Racewalk in England in 1998; Coming 7th in the World
Youths (U-17) 10K Walk in Poland in 1999; Winning the Irish
Schools Senior Racewalking 3000m title in 2000 (in the
process, setting the record, which still stands), and; Coming
9th in the European Junior 10K Walk. 

Since then Colin has competed in World and European Cup
Competitions. In May 2012 he finished 15th in 50K walk at
the World Cup in Saransk, Russia, and achieved the
Olympic Standard. He won the final two British AAA Track
Walks in 2005 and 2006 when the famous AAA Champi-
onships were held for the last time after over a century and
a quarter. He was the only Irish athlete ever to win an AAA
senior track walking title. Has won numerous Irish titles at
schools, universities, under age and senior levels.

Of course, the London 2012 Games were not his first
Olympics. Colin competed in the 2008 Games in Beijing, as
well as the 2010 European Championships in Barcelona
where he finished 11th in the 50K event.

Leitrim Guardian Person of the year

In the wake of London 2012, it is with great pride and delight
that the Leitrim Guardian announces as joint recipients of the
Person of the Year award 2013, our two Olympians, Colin Grif-
fin (Balinamore AC) and Laura Reynolds (Mohill AC): two indi-
viduals who have not only raised the profile of athletics in the
county of Leitrim in the past few years, but who have also raised the profile of Leitrim at national and interna-
tional level in 2012. And perhaps, more importantly, what we would like to acknowledge in honouring these
two individuals, is everything they embody as athletes and as individuals: their strength of spirit and determina-
tion, their commitment and unrelenting work ethic, their sense of national pride. Here, we give an overview of
the career highlights and successes (to date) of these two exceptional individuals and briefly chart their jour-
ney to Olympic participation.
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ton on Sunday May 13th were memorable for the
news which came earlier that morning when Colin
Griffin, who had won the National 30k Walk title
in February, took a magnificent fifteenth position
in the 50K event at the World Cup of Racewalking
in Saransk, Russia, with a time of 3:52.55 well
inside the Olympic Qualification. Further great
news on the evening of Saturday June 9th from
the Spanish town of La Coruña when we heard
that Laura Reynolds had also achieved the Stan-
dard with seventh place in the 20K Walk in a per-
sonal best time of 92.34 to give Leitrim two
Olympians for London 2012.

The excitement between then, and the start of
what has been widely regarded as the best ever
Olympics, was unbelievable, and the support from
Leitrim people for the two athletes has been out-
standing. In July Colin returned from training in
Spain to win the AAI National Track 10K for the
first time. Great numbers of Leitrim people pre-
pared to travel to London for the two races, which,
quite unusually, were programmed for the same
day, Saturday August 11th. Although Stadium and
other venue tickets were quite difficult to get
there was great demand among Irish supporters

and on the day of the races huge numbers of Irish
supporters thronged the Mall circuit where the
racewalks took place.

Colin’s 50K race commenced early in the morning
and roared on by a massive crowd of supporters in
favourable weather conditions the event was an
outstanding contest. Colin himself said, “the sup-
port around the course was electric.” He walked
well and kept to a plan which brought him through
the field with the objective of finishing strongly as
in Saransk in a personal best time and a some-
what similar position to that achieved in Saransk.
Unfortunately, at 38 kilometres after walking two
hours and fifty minutes he was disqualified. 

Of course, this was a huge disappointment for
Colin, who wrote very frankly and openly on his
blog of this bittersweet experience, saying that in
spite of everything, he “enjoyed the whole
Olympic experience,” and “was proud to be part of
the team at our most successful Games since
1956.”

But as Colin was also and uniquely coach to Laura
Reynolds, he took his place at the coaches’ table

Leitrim Guardian Person of the year
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only a few hours later, as sixty three women faced
the starter for the ten lap 20K where massive Irish
support had assembled to urge on Laura and her
experienced team mate Olive Loughnane. After the
first lap Laura was 53rd and when they came
around again she had gained three places while
Olive battled around twelfth position. Successive
laps saw Laura 46th, 46th 41st, 33rd, 29th, 25th
and entering the last lap 22nd. The Mohill athlete
who was walking a magnificent race was not yet
finished and she took two more scalps to cross
the line in an unbelievable 20th position in
another great personal best time of 91.02. Team
mate Olive Loughnane, who was seventh in Beijing
and won the silver medal at the 2009 World
Championships, finished 13th in 89.39.

It was all in all a great year and the achievements
of these athletes on the world stage gave heart to
people overwhelmed by daily problems arising
from the economic situation. The support of
Leitrim people and organisations, both at home
and in Britain, was of immense value to the two
athletes who will continue to do Leitrim and Ire-
land proud over the next few years.

Leitrim Guardian Person of the year
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TA K E  T H E  M I L L  R O A D out

of Kinlough Village, down the

hill and then a steady climb,

through Moneen and Cloone.

Turn left at the crossroads. You

are now on the High Road,

which runs along the foot of the

mountain and overlooks the

most stunning scenery you will

ever see.

The High Road is best trav-

elled on foot, or cycling. Take

your time, listen, look, breathe

in the fresh air, there’s no rush.

Leave your troubles behind; for-

get iphones, ipads, ipods and

emails, just enjoy being there.

The world will carry on fine

without you for an hour or two.

This timeless landscape has

been there for centuries,

through plagues, famines and

rebellions. It will be there for

centuries to come, regardless of

whatever fashions, fads and

fancies may come or go.

The hedgerows are bursting

with birdsong. All around the

nest building is in full swing,

thrushes, blackbirds and robins

darting in and out. The

hawthorns, whitethorns and

woodbines are showing off their

pink and white blossoms. Clus-

ters of primroses are sprouting

from the ditches. A heady scent

wafts in the soft morning breeze.

The fuchsia hedge fronting the

pretty cottage is a rampant riot of

red and purple. In the field the

newborn lambs prance about,

under the watchful eyes of their

mothers. A daring little fellow

pokes his black head through the

fence, with all the wonder and

curiosity of a two week old. 

To the south lies the magnifi-

cent Arroo Mountain, partly

clothed in forestry green. Wisps of

grey cloud drift across the jagged

THE HIGH ROAD
Battie Whitee

KINLOUGH
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rock outcrops, a reminder that,

even with a blue sky, there is

always the possibility of rain,

the liquid sunshine of the North

West. From the High Road you

can see the mountains of four

counties, all the way from Done-

gal, through Fermanagh, on to

the awesome Dartry Range in

Leitrim and as far as beautiful

Benwiskin and Benbulben in

County Sligo.

Down in the valley the River

Drowes is a long silver thread,

wending its way from Lough

Melvin to the great Atlantic

Ocean. The lake shimmers in the

early May sun, reflecting the

clear blue sky, the odd cloud

straying across the surface.  A

fisherman starts his engine and

guides the boat out towards the

middle of the lake, then cuts the

engine and drifts, silently.

Somewhere far off a chainsaw

wails, the only sound in a per-

fect stillness, broken only by the

occasional baaing of the ewes

and lambs.

Beyond the lake is Donegal

Bay, framed by the majestic

Hills of Donegal, stretching to

the furthermost cliffs of Malin-

more. In the distance the light-

house of St. John’s Point

glistens white against the pur-

ples, greys and blues. The

delightful village of Kinlough

nestles at the head of the lake, a

mile from the River Drowes.

Beyond Kinlough you can see

Bundoran, with its stunning

Roguey cliff walk, thundering

waves crashing on the beach,

sheets of blowing foam and

wheeling squawking gulls. 

Further along the road a new

sound is heard. Small streams

rush down the side of the

mountain, in a headlong exhila-

rating dash through the forest

on their way to the lake and

ocean. Stop, close your eyes and

just listen. The murmur of bees

mingles with the swoosh of

tumbling water. No symphony

orchestra in the great concert

halls of the world ever played so

sweetly. 

When you get to the main

road (the Dartry Road) turn left,

back towards Kinlough. On your

right, as you near the village,

you come to the lake pier, and

the impressive recently devel-

oped Lough Melvin Eco Park.

Here you can wander the trails

through the seventeen acres of

woodland, with helpful informa-

tion signs on the local flora and

fauna to guide you. An oasis of

peace and tranquillity, there is

even a playground to keep the

little ones happy, and picnic

tables if you remembered to

bring food. 

A short walk on you are back

in Kinlough, with its selection of

pubs and restaurants, including

the award winning restaurant,

The Courthouse. You have now

walked five miles, better exer-

cise than any sweaty gym, and

with amazing scenery!

For the past four years we

have been bombarded with a

constant stream of depressing

news. Austerity, the recession,

cut backs, high unemployment,

emigration, incompetent/corrupt

politicians, bankers and busi-

nessmen; these are the issues

dominating the news. It is likely

that we’ll be hearing similar sto-

ries for at least the next four

years, and beyond, maybe for-

ever. But there is a bigger pic-

ture. A walk in the countryside

can lift our spirits and remind

us that there is more to life than

greed and money. We live in one

of the most beautiful countries

in the world, and despite some

mistakes along the way it is rel-

atively unspoilt. In the North

West we have the most spectac-

ular scenery in Ireland, in

Leitrim itself and neighbouring

Sligo and Donegal. Where in the

world is there a beach more

magnificent than Mullaghmore

in County Sligo, or cliffs more

awesome than Slieve League in

County Donegal?

It may be a cliché to say that

the best things in life are free,

but it’s absolutely true. 

There is no joining fee, no

membership fees. All you need

to enjoy the countryside is a pair

of runners or walking boots and

a rainproof jacket, just in case it

rains!

KINLOUGH



8 Leitrim Guardian  2013

M A N Y  P E O P L E will recall the
fall of communism in Eastern
Europe in the early 1990s, and the
images of malnourished and ill-
treated children in decrepit orphan-
ages in Romania and Bulgaria.
Large numbers of these children
died from neglect, and some were
adopted abroad. Many others
grew up in institutional care.

Lots of Irish individuals and groups
were involved in helping to ease
the plight of these Romanian chil-
dren, and indeed many of them
are still working to try to solve
what remains one of the worst
human rights scandals in Europe.
More than twenty years on, many
of these children are now adults
but they remain hidden away
from society in grim institutions,
with no access to education, ther-
apy or many of the most basic
human rights. They are Europe's
forgotten citizens.

The United Nations Convention on
Disability recognizes the equal

and help them to adjust to life in
normal society.

Apart from the fundraising side of
this project, we are concerned that
the issue has been almost forgotten
by policy-makers in Europe and
we want to change that. Any help
that you can give us in helping to
spread this message would be
very useful.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=lV9nl
CpIueU

...or just type Charlie McGettigan
or the song title in to YouTube...
when you’ve heard it, you will
want to download it!

Chalie McGettigan "Who will
take care of the children?"

Drumshanbo

right of all persons with disabili-
ties to live in the community, with
choices equal to others. These
rights are still denied to disabled
people in many countries within
the EU.

‘Who Will Take Care of the Children’
was written by Charlie McGettigan
and John Mulligan in order to
highlight the continuing lack of
progress on this issue in Europe.

The song is available as a down-
load on i-Tunes, Amazon, and
most online music stores, and all
proceeds will be donated to
organisations that work to remove
disabled adults from institutions
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THE F IRST  BOOK I wrote was called
Banished Misfortune after an Irish reel. 

When the book was published I was
away in London England, a proper global,
living in a squat and working as a laborer.
Prior to the books appearance I had painted
my English publishers office. Publication
was probably my payment.

I was flown back to Dublin in first class
to find myself supping coffee in The 
Shelbourne Hotel where it all happens.
The book was to be launched on the
morrow in Listowel in the County Kerry
and I arranged to meet my publisher at
the Railway station next morning at nine.
I arrived shamefaced at 9.20 to find the
train was gone and the next one was 
not due out till ten. Well I went to get 
a ticket, and found the cost, even back
then, was around £.1.4 shillings. I had
£.1.6 shillings and I stood back to take
stock. I would have only two shilling to
spend on the journey. That was tight. 
I was thirsty. I was now approached by a
young man I’d known in another life,
before I had gone abroad. He was togged
out for the West.

How’s things?
Not so good.
What’s wrong, he asked.
I explained about the cost of the journey.
Never mind, he said, I’m a registered

lunatic and can travel for free.
Is that so.
It is, he said, take my pass, go up the

ticket seller and you’re away for free. But
you’ll have to give the pass back to me.

Well I did what I was told, got my ticket,
and came and gave me man his pass back.

Now, he said, when you are asked for
your ticket on the train, they’ll look at it
and ask for your pass, says you I don’t have
it, my mother won’t let me travel with it,
in case I lose it. Have you got that?

I have. In case I lose it, right. Good
luck, I said.

Good luck with the launch.
I got on the ten o’clock train, humming

happily, met a conductor and asked was
the bar open, no problem, I got a bottle
of stout , settled down in a seat opposite
a young business man reading the Irish
Times, bade him good morning, spoke to
two women and a man on my left, we all
broke into conversation, and as we 
talked of what we did in the real life and 
I was about to pop me new book out of
its bag I heard in the distance, 'Ticket’s
Please'!

I got my ticket ready, cowered, the
conductor the man I had met earlier
appeared, snapped the tickets off the
people next to us, then clipped the 
business man’s ticket, turned smiling to
me, took mine, studied it at length,
looked at me, looked at the ticket, 
looked at the bottle of stout, and said
sharply

Pass please.
I don’t have it.
No?
I’m sorry, I said, the mammy would not

let me bring it.
You what.
The Irish times opposite shot up in the

air and the ladies turning away in disbelief.
I’m always losing it you see.
Have you any identity with you.

I’m sorry—oh yeh—let me look, let
me see now.

I looked into my bag and there was a
shirt, underpants, pair of socks, and
twelve copies of Banished Misfortune
with not only my name on them, but a
big photo too.

No, I said, I’ve nothing
Whose meeting you?
Me aunt Mary in Listowel.
Your aunt Mary.
Yes.
Well you know what you’ll do.
What’s that?
Ring your Aunt Mary at the next stop

and tell her to meet you there because
that’s where you’ll be getting off, and he
went on.

The air stiffened about me. We were
hardly out of Dublin. I put my hand over
my face, and through my fingers took
stock of my neighbours, then watched
the conductor till he made it into the next
carriage. I got up and followed him in,
tapped him on the shoulder.

Yes.
All the people in the other carriage took

pity on me and offered me the money for
the ticket, and I left down the 24 shillings.

Aren’t they very good, he said, and he
gave me a ticket.

I returned and sat back down. 
I had sixpence in my pocket. Silence.

There was not another word spoken
between there and Listowel which was a
more than a couple of hours away. It 
was the most embarrassing journey 
I was ever on, and it was my first book
launch.

The Registered Lunatic
Dermot Healy

First Book
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Board Room at CPSU head office renamed —
“The Liz Mulvey Room”
In Memory of our friend and colleague Liz Mulvey
Theresa Dwyer, Assistant General Secretary at CPSU

I  H A D  T H E  P L E A S U R E  of calling Liz Mulvey a friend of
mine for many years. We were both CPSU trade union activists in
the Department of Social Protection in the nineties, she in 
Longford and I in Sligo. We both served as National Committee 
representatives on behalf of members in the Department for many
years.  Liz also succeeded in getting elected to the CPSU National
Executive Committee year after year working tirelessly on behalf
of all of our members.  Her quiet disposition never stopped her from taking on 
challenges or speaking out when necessary to defend the rights of workers.  

But Liz’s interest in trade unionism went beyond the CPSU and in 2007 she was
nominated to the Women’s Committee in the Irish Congress of Trade Unions and as
a delegate to the National Women’s Council of Ireland on behalf of the union. 
She was not afraid to speak out at these forums and was very quick to defend her 
colleagues in the Civil Service in circumstance where the popular view was 
against us. She was popular and well respected by her colleagues not just for her 
contribution at meetings but also for her camaraderie at social events such as the
ICTU Women’s Conference where she was a well known figure.

Liz’s cheerful disposition never changed over the years and only those close to her
knew of her great strength and determination particularly when fighting on behalf
of the members she represented. That same strength and determination was clear to
everyone when she faced her biggest fight of all. Such was her commitment to the
union she loved that she rarely if ever missed a meeting.  Her positive disposition
sustained many of us throughout her illness and I never once heard her complain.

She is sadly missed by her colleagues around the table at CPSU and ICTU as well 
as the wider trade union movement.  As a mark of respect the CPSU Executive 
Committee have dedicated the Boardroom at CPSU Head Office to her memory and 
it is now known as the ‘The Liz Mulvey’ room. 

I think I speak for us all when I say her contribution and her friendship will be
missed. Her dignity and her courage is an example to us all. 

Thank you Liz

Liz Mulvey came from Ballinwing, Leitrim

Ballinwing

Liz Mulvey



Drumkeeran 
Youth Cafe
Stephanie McGovern 

AS CLUB SECRETARY thinking about
how I would write an article relating to the
youth club, I was eager to promote this won-
derful organisation. We have so many photos
that might help us depict some of what goes
on in the club, but after looking through the
photos I realised that none could do justice to
the number of children/young adults who
have passed through the doors of the club
since it was established eight years ago. It
would take an entire book to depict all the
fun and frolics, hard work and dedication that
has occurred to keep this organisation up and
running, and going from strength to strength
over the years. This would not be possible
without the undaunted support of both the
leaders, members of the club/cafe and the
wider community. We are so proud of all that
has been achieved.

As I reflect on the past eight years, back to
November 2004 when a group of parents and
people with an interest in supporting the
younger members of our community got
together to look at ways of setting up a
social, recreational and educational outlet
which would cater to their needs, I don't
think I could ever have imagined that we
would now have a Youth Cafe in Drumkeeran!

Representatives from North Connaught
Youth Services (NCYS) attended public meet-
ings and worked to get interested parties on
board; set up a committee; give us the train-
ing required to work with young people aged
between 9 to 16+ years; and assisted us in
getting the club up and running. For this we
are so grateful and have never looked back!

Between the junior club (for those aged 9+
and attending primary school) and the senior
club for those attending post primary educa-
tion, the activities we provide for our young
members over the years have been broad and
varied, They include: attending football tour-
naments; table quiz’s; discos; talent shows;
variety concerts; outdoor pursuit/orienteering
events; zipit; sports days; art workshops;
camping; soccer skills training; cinema & bowl-
ing outings; swimming; attending amusement
parks; etc., None of this would be possible

without the undaunted support of North Con-
naught Youth Services, Leitrim VEC, Leitrim
Integrated Development Company, Leitrim
County Council, A IB Better Ireland Award,
ESB , The Wind Farm in Drumkeeran, The Peo-
ple In Need, Lough Allen Development, The
HSE National Lottery Grants and the support
of the wider community during fundraising
efforts.

The work that our young people have been
involved in over the years includes raising
€3000 for the “Friends of the Children of
Chernobyl” by running a blind date and disco
among other events in conjunction with Bren-
dan McCawley, who ran the Dublin City
Marathon. Our young members also raised
€1000 for “People in Need” by hosting a
human chain event outside Lough Allen Col-
lege and running a jumble sale. They have
worked in conjunction with The John McKenna
Traditional Society and The Tidy Towns Com-
mittee and are always eager to get involved in
new initiatives. Our members also participate
in an annual “Secret Santa and Carol Singing
Event” for the elderly each December. Sincere
thanks to Martina McNiffe and all the staff
and residents of Aras Breffni for accommodat-
ing us in relation to this event. Six past club
members have attended Youth Leadership
Training and we continue to provide this
through North Connaught Youth Services to
enable the club to function with the help of
Junior Leaders on outings, during events, etc.

The club have taken on many initiatives
including attending and hosting a youth
exchange programme set up by North Con-
naught Youth Services during which 12 young
members of our club along with 2 leaders and
2 members of North Connaught Youth Serv-

ices travelled to England for over a week in
2010 and then hosted a trip to Drumkeeran
and surrounding areas for 11 members and 3
leaders from England. The group stayed in
Lough Allen Adventure Centre. It was an
amazing experience, one which we hope to
repeat in the years to come.

We have had many achievements over the
years including: getting recognition from The
Garda Youth Achievement Awards in 2005
and receiving the Presidents Award in 2006 in
relation to the work that our 
members had contributed to the Stop-
Suicide Awareness Campaign, where so many
of our members and Leaders walked through
several towns in Connaught promoting
awareness of the issue and the supports that
are available. 

One of our biggest achievements to date
was hosting the first St Patrick's Day Parade
in Drumkeeran since the 1960’s. We began
hosting the event in March 2005 and have
continued to develop this event into what is
now a “Family Fun Weekend & St Patrick’s
Night Parade” with the kind 
support of Leitrim Integrated Development
Company and support from local sponsorship.

The club is hosted on Friday nights 
during term time from 7 to 9 pm, at the old
Drumkeeran Court House, which we have ren-
ovated to meet the needs of our youth, with
the junior & senior clubs taking place alter-
nating weeks. We would like to thank every-
one who has supported the Youth Cafe in any
capacity over the years and hope that with
your continued support the Cafe will be a
valuable asset to the young people living
within Drumkeeran and its hinterland for
many years to come. 

Drumkeeran
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Members of Drumkeeran Youth Club on a recent outing
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T HE COMMUNITY OF Carrick-
on-Shannon and beyond were
shocked and devastated by the
senseless and untimely death of
Andrew Dolan who died on New
Year’s Day following an unprovoked
assault in Mullingar on Dec 23th.

To some his death might have
suggested Ireland to be a darker
and more dangerous place, but in
the days, weeks, and months that
followed, there has been a constant
reminder of the goodness of others,
the spirit, the solidarity, the cama-
raderie in our community, not least
among young people.

Shannon Gaels U-21 team dedi-
cated their 2012 football season in
honour of Andrew and on the 19th
Nov after many many years won
the U21 County Final (Gavin, his
brother age 17 being a sub). After
the final whistle, and the presenta-
tion of the cup, the team repaired
not to the local pub, but in rain and
darkness to Ardcarne Cemetery to
pay respects to Andrew at his final
resting place.

Organ Donor Awareness
Andrew made the decision, while
still in school, that if he were to
meet an untimely death he wished
to donate his organs. This decision,
and the way he went about it, 

perhaps best sums up Andrew. 
As a minor, he needed a parent’s

signature on the donor card.
Andrew presented the card to his
mother, who, shocked at even the
thought that something unpleasant
might happen to her beautiful son,
hesitated in signing it. Andrew,
who always knew his own mind,
insisted that she did so, making it
clear that this was not a flippant
decision on his part. He carried that
card with him wherever he went
and, in the days leading up to and
following his death, it was a huge
consolation to his family that
Andrew’s wish to be a donor was to
be realised. 

When Andrews family were leav-
ing the hospital on the night of the
1st of January, they were heartbro-
ken, but three families were cele-
brating, because they had just been
informed that their loved ones,
whose lives had been severely cur-
tailed due to ill-health, were going
to receive good healthy organs.  

Andrew Dolan
Des Dolan

Carrick-on-Shannon

On his behalf, Andrew’s family would urge
all to consider carrying a donor card.

An organ donor awareness event
was organised in honour of Andrew
by fellow biomedical students at
NUIG. Almost 1000 people signed up
as donors in just one day; dedicated
wrist bands were distributed.

Editor
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Family background
The Leonards came originally from
Stonepark on the outskirts of
Dromahair, where John’s grandfather
served as a Royal Irish Constabu-
lary officer during the second half
of the 19th century. John’s father
Denis A. was born there in 1880.
At the age of nineteen he also
joined the RIC. Members were not
permitted to serve in their home
county and Denis’ earliest postings
were to Co Down, Sligo town, the
Depot in the Phoenix Park and 
Co Donegal.

John D Leonard’s mother, Mary
Theresa, was a McDermott from
Manorhamilton. Both her parents
were teachers in the town’s
national schools. Her father
Patrick was principal in the boys’
school on the Ross Lane, while
her mother Maria held a similar
position in the girls’ school on the

Big Brae. The McDermotts originally
lived in the premises adjoining the
boys’ school, but during the early
years of the 20th century they built
a new house at the lower end of
Ferguson Street (Monkey Row).

Mary Theresa and five of her
sisters—Laura, Winnie, Louie,
Molly and Gertrude (later 
Mrs Dillon)—also became 
teachers. Mary Theresa’s first job
was in Dromahair in 1901. While
there, she gradually began going
out with the young RIC man,
Denis Leonard, during his many
visits home from police duty. Denis
was appointed to Co Longford in
the summer of 1906 and married
Mary Theresa on 8th October of
that year. He was soon transferred
to Co Laois and promoted sergeant
on 1st August 1907. The couple’s
first child Augustine was born
there that autumn. A second son,
Malachy, arrived in August of the
following year, but on this occasion
Mary Theresa went back to her
parents’ home in Manorhamilton
for the birth.

His father’s RIC, Army and
Garda career
Denis Leonard was transferred to
Mullagh, Co Cavan in March 1909
and seven months later the couple’s
third son, John D was born. Once
again Mary Theresa returned to
Manorhamilton for the birth on
19th October. The baby was 
christened in the local St Clare’s
Church four days later. In November
1909 Denis was moved to Keady,
Co Armagh, where he and his
family would spend the next 
six years. Two of the couple’s
daughters—Gerty and Ita—were
born at this location.

With the outbreak of the First
World War a large number of RIC
men volunteered for service in the
British army. Over the following
two years 750 of these were
selected by the police authorities.
Denis Leonard’s application was
among the successful ones and 
he enlisted in the Irish Guards
Regiment on 3rd November 1915.
He spent the following three years
on the Western Front where he saw
action in the Battles of the Somme,
Cambrai and the 3rd Battle of Ypres.
Meanwhile his wife, Mary Theresa,
and their five young children
returned to live in Manorhamilton.

Denis was demobilised from the
army on 28th January 1919, 
re-admitted to the RIC the follow-
ing day and posted to Co Tyrone.
However, the political situation
had changed dramatically in 
Ireland during his three year
absence. Ever since the 1916 Rising

LORD JOHN D LEONARD (1909-1983) OF MANORHAMILTON
LIFE PEER & LEITRIM GUARDIAN BENEFACTOR

Dominic Rooney

Manorhamilton

t Former Boys’ National School, 
Ross Lane, Manorhamilton where 
John Leonard’s grandfather—Patrick
McDermott— taught, and where John
himself went to school. 
(Photo: Bryan Rooney)
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the RIC were regarded with hostility
by nationalists and members of
the Irish Volunteers. The police
then became a primary target of
the IRA from the beginning of the
War of Independence, since their
barracks were the most convenient
symbol of British imperialism in
Ireland. A total of 442 RIC men
were killed and 725 injured as a
result of the political violence from
January 1919 to June 1922. Natu-
rally, Mary Theresa Leonard did
not join her husband in Tyrone
during these difficult years. 

The Anglo-Irish Treaty was
signed on 6th December 1921 and
agreement was reached in January
1922 to disband the RIC. Denis
Leonard was one of the first of
180 ex-RIC men to join the Civic
Guard (later renamed the Garda
Síochána) three weeks after that

force was formed on 22nd February
1922. On 1st April he was promoted
sergeant. However, as a result of
the ill-feeling of some of the
younger recruits who had fought
in the War of Independence to 
ex-RIC members, he and others
retired from the Guards some two
months later. He then permanently
joined his wife and family in
Manorhamilton where his two
youngest children, Dermot and
Eileen, were born. 

John Leonard’s Early Life
To supplement the family income
Mary Theresa Leonard set up a
lending library in Manorhamilton
in the early 1920s. Her son John
later attributed his own business
success to the acumen he inherited
from his mother. By 1926 the
library had developed into a book-
store and newsagents. Denis
Leonard seems to have shared some
of his wife’s enterprising spirit, as
he became the local correspondent
for the Leitrim Observer and Sligo
Champion. He also filled the role
of stenographer at the district and
circuit courts in the town.

Even as a schoolboy, young
John Leonard ran errands for a
local shop to earn some money.
Then, on completing his primary
schooling at the age of thirteen, he
got a job in a small local engineer-
ing firm, eventually becoming a
skilled fitter. In his late teens or
early twenties he went to Belfast
where he found work as a motor
mechanic.

He loved engines and later
spent several years at the Air
Corps headquarters at Baldonnel
aerodrome in Co Dublin. He may
have had ambitions to become a
pilot and joined the cadet scheme

or else have been part of the
apprenticeship scheme to train
technical staff for aircraft mainte-
nance duties. Or perhaps he was
employed in a civilian capacity by
the Air Corps. Alternatively, he may
have worked for Aer Lingus, the
newly formed national airline which
commenced operations from 
Baldonnel to Bristol in May 1936.

Enterprising Emigrant
John Leonard emigrated to Britain
in 1940 at the beginning of World
War Two because he heard that
there was money to be made there.
He paid 14 shillings for his passage
on the ferry from Dublin to Liver-
pool and travelled with only £8 in
his pocket. He got a job in Rootes
aircraft factory at nearby Speke
making Blenheim bombers. Shortly
after being promoted to planning
engineer he moved to Stoke.

Some months later he relocated
to Cardiff where he found employ-
ment in Curran’s engineering firm.
Curran’s was a Cardiff institution—
a great big factory on the edge of
the docks producing all manner of
steel and enamelware. It had been
set up at the beginning of the
20th century by Edward Curran,
the son of Irish emigrants. He had
developed a furnace with a capacity
for moulding steel which led to
his business being awarded major
munitions contracts during World
War One. The factory quickly
became a large employer for Cardiff’s
Irish Catholic community. Curran’s
boomed again as a munitions 
factory during the Second World
War. John’s job there was as a
sheet metal worker who dealt with
broken wings and crushed under-
carriages of crashed aircraft. It
was while he was working in 
Curran’s that he met and married

Manorhamilton

s John’s parents, Mary Theresa and
Denis A Leonard, in 1945. Denis was a
keen angler. (Photo courtesy of 
Leonard Hynes)
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his wife, Glenys Kenny of Irish
extraction, who was also
employed at the factory.

John Leonard was always 
interested in setting up his own
business. He had tried without
much success to start various
companies while still working at
Curran’s. Eventually in 1954 he
borrowed £200, bought a disused
premise on Rumney Common,
Newport Road and established, in
conjunction with a partner, the
Cardiff Sheet Metal and Engineer-
ing Company. The firm specialised
in stainless steel fabrication—
tanks and conveyors, furnace
steelwork, rubber-lined tanks and
pipe work, heavy and light steel
fabricators and welding. He worked
hard from 8.00 am to 7.00 pm
and soon bought out his partner.
He then became the sole owner of
the company which eventually
employed thirty men.

His business success allowed
himself and his family to live in

fashionable St Anne’s Square, and
to indulge his own passion for
large expensive American cars—
the last of them an eighteen feet
Cadillac Eldorado. He was also a
keen golfer and a firm supporter
of Cardiff City Football Club.

In 1972 John Leonard became a
benefactor of the Leitrim Guardian
at the invitation of Michael Fox,
his fellow Manorhamilton native
and founder and first editor of the
county magazine. He agreed to
sponsor the inaugural M J McManus
Literary Award. On Wednesday
13th December of that year he
travelled back to the Community
Centre in Manorhamilton to 
personally present the prize and a
beautiful perpetual glass trophy to
the winner, Augustine Martin of
Ballinamore, at the launch of the
1973 magazine. 

Politics
John—or Jack as he was known
in Cardiff —had made his political

debut in 1971. Standing for
Labour in a Cardiff City Council
by-election, he beat the Conserva-
tive candidate by 417 votes to win
the Cardiff Central Ward. When
local authority reorganisation
took place in 1974, he took a seat
on the new South Glamorgan
County Council and was chosen to
head the finance committee, over-
seeing an annual budget of more
than £40 million.

As a believer in the welfare
state, his political priorities were
the provision of adequate council
housing and social services for
those in need. He felt, however,
that these services should be
restricted to the under 16s, the
over 60s and to really deserving
cases. All others should have to
earn their living and contribute
their bit to society. He had, in his
own words, no time for layabouts
and lazybones. On the other hand
he had a particular interest in
children with a mental handicap
and sought to have them fully
integrated into society.

In 1976 he became chairman of
the South Glamorgan County
Council, but lost his seat in the
local elections the following year.
He was, however, appointed a
member of the South Wales
Tourism Council and the National
Sports Centre for Wales around
this time.

Honours
Although an ardent life-long Irish

Manorhamilton

Glenys and John D Leonard with Sian
(granddaughter), Elizabeth (daughter),
Eleanor (granddaughter), Michael (son-
in-law), Caroline (granddaughter) and
Derek (son) at Christmas 1975. (Photo
courtesy of Elizabeth Harwood)
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republican he was, on the occasion
of the Queen’s Birthday Honours
in 1976, invested as an officer in
the Order of the British Empire
(OBE) as a reward for his public
services in South Wales. Then on
2nd May 1978 he was issued with
Letters Patent signed by Queen
Elizabeth II creating him a life
peer with the title Baron Leonard
of the City of Cardiff in the County
of South Glamorgan. Six weeks
later, on 14th June, he was 
formally introduced in his parlia-
mentary robes in the House of
Lords. The procession into the
Chamber was led by the Gentleman
Usher of the Black Rod and the
Somerset Herald of Arms. These
were followed by Leonard’s junior
supporter, the Baroness White,
then the new peer himself and
finally the Lord Parry, his senior
supporter. His Lordship then 
presented his patent to the Lord
Speaker at the Woolsack— the
Speaker’s wool-stuffed seat,
which symbolises England’s 
traditional source of wealth: the
wool trade—and he in turn 
delivered it to the Clerk who read
it aloud at the Table of the House. 

Lord Leonard was then led to
his bench, where he joined his
fellow Leitrim man and Labour
politician John Godley, 3rd Lord
Kilbracken of Killegar. Although
Leonard’s title only existed for the
duration of his own lifetime and
could not be passed on to his heirs,
he had the right to sit in the Lords
and vote with the hereditary peers.
In fact he was elevated to the ranks
of government in October 1978
with his appointment as junior
whip in the Lords and as a Lord-
in-Waiting to the Queen—one of
only seven in the country. 

John Denis Leonard spent five
years in the House of Lords until
his death on 17th July 1983. He is
remembered by his contemporaries
as very hard-working, sophisti-
cated, brusque but kind and a
great talker.

Postscript
John was survived by his wife and
two children. Glenys, who later
served as a magistrate in Cardiff,
passed away in 2002. Their
daughter Elizabeth had, in the
meantime, married and emigrated
to the US. Their son Derek still
lives in the United Kingdom.

After both of John’s parents died
in 1947, the Leonard bookstore/
newsagents in Manorhamilton
was managed by his sisters Ita
and Eileen. In January 1960 the
business was sold to Angela Keenan
who later married Ken Golden.
She extended the shop in the
1970s, after having purchased the
adjoining premises, Connolly’s
Motor & Cycle Agent. The estab-
lishment is now owned by the
Bredin family.

The Leonard Perpetual Trophy
continues to be awarded annually
by the Leitrim Guardian in conjunc-
tion with the M J McManus literary
Award. It perpetuates the memory
of this distinguished Leitrim man
who donated it forty years ago
this year to encourage excellence
in literary contributions from his
fellow county men and women.

I would like to thank especially John’s
sister Eileen, his daughter Elizabeth,
his nephew Leonard Hynes and the
Cardiff Central Library for their help in
providing information for this article.

Manorhamilton

John D Leonard on the occasion of his
introduction in the House of Lords on
14th June 1978. (Photo courtesy of 
Elizabeth Harwood).

t Bredin’s, formerly Leonard’s,
newsagents, Main St Manorhamilton
(Photo: Bryan Rooney)
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Green

FOR THE  SECOND YEAR running
Green-Door Leitrim was another great
success. Thirty five homes and buildings
were open to the public and attracted
hundreds of visitors to Leitrim. People
travelled from as far away as London
for this event and came from all walks
of life: from architects and architecture
students through to builders, artists and
the general public. Everyone made the
most of this unique opportunity to see
inside the homes and buildings on 
view, and availed of the chance to find
out first hand about alternative and
sustainable building methods and
materials.

The weekend kicked off with a bat
talk by Will Woodrow, an environmen-
talist, who explained about the benefits
of bats, and how they should and can
be encouraged to live alongside us. This
talk was teaching participants about how
our buildings can also help to house
nature—a good start for Green-Door
2012!

A debate on Friday evening hosted at
the Dock in Carrick-on-Shannon, launched
the weekend with a brilliant line-up of
speakers which included architects,
Mike Haslem, Steve Larkin, Deirdre
McMenanin and Dominic Stevens, who
presented on the topic Sustainability and

Aesthetics: how do our future needs affect the

aesthetics of architecture? It was chaired
successfully by Sandra O’Connell who

Leitrim Homes attract visitors from far & wide:
Green-Door Weekend
Jo Lewis

s Dominic Stevens at the Mimetic house (Grace Weir & Joe Walker)

s Mud workshop at the Leitrim Sculpture centre with Natalia Beyliss & Kevin Callaghan

Young architects
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Green

ensured that the audience had a great
opportunity to have their say. It was
filmed by the skillful Johnny Gogan of
Bandit Films for the digital TV station:
www.studionorthwest.tv

Saturday saw bus tours leave from
the Dock to take visitors to various
houses, while others used their cars for
trips around south Leitrim, visiting and
viewing. On Sunday it was turn of
North Leitrim with twenty homes open
for viewing. Here cycle tours were led
by architect Colin Bell, while bus tours
again took visitors to see various homes.
Each of the buildings and homes were
visited by between 10 and 100 people
during the day, so everyone was kept
very busy! 

All home-owners and architect’s gave
their time freely over the weekend. Feed-
back indicated  that everyone had 
genuine reasons for visiting, and were
very grateful for the opportunity to
view and discuss a variety of building
and renovation techniques, designs, and
materials. The home owners and 
architect's were also delighted with the
chance to pass on their experience and
knowledge in order to help others make
the right choices relevant to their own
conditions, situation, and budgets. 

The tours of the various buildings led
by architects gave a rare opportunity to
hear from the designer about their 
original intention for the build. 

Children had the opportunity to play
with original building material in the
mud workshops, led by ‘builder in
Leitrim’ Kevin Callaghan with artist
Natalia Beylis, at the Leitrim Sculpture

Centre.  The Leitrim Sculpture centre
also hosted the exhibition ‘MADE’,
which comprised four beautiful archi-
tects’ models; and The Dock showed
panels by 'LiD' architects, rounding off a
weekend, which set architecture and
building design firmly within the arts.
During the weekend creativity was
shown to compliment and work well
alongside, sustainable and future proof
models. 

Green-Door Leitrim facilitated  the
sharing of information about alternative
and sustainable building methods, and
created a wonderful and positive event
that truly showcased Leitrim in its best

light.  We are very grateful to all those
who gave of their time to make this
event such a success. The whole week-
end was funded by Leitrim Develop-
ment Company, Leitrim Arts, Fáilte
Ireland and our main sponsor Forbo
Flooring.  

More information and photographs
can be seen on the website  www.inspi-
rationalhomes.ie 
info@inspirationalhomes.ie.

s Green Door in the Forest

s Green Door house under discussion
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Carrick on Shannon’s
Water Music Extravaganza
the perfect antidote to the
doom and gloom of this 
current economic climate

THE ANNUAL Water Music Festival
in Carrick on Shannon (25th-30th June
2013) is a wonderful and indeed 
spectacular family orientated event 
presenting accessible classical, jazz, folk
and world music (and theatre) in a 
luxurious riverside marquee as well as
several other inviting venues in Carrick,
such as St Georges Church and The
Dock theatre.

Organised by a voluntary committee,
the Water Music Festival attracts
enthusiastic crowds each year from far
and wide across the country, all drawn
by the presentation of top quality 
performers in a wonderfully intimate
venue and location. The breadth and
depth of talent appearing at the festival
has been lauded by locals and visitors
alike.

So how did a festival of this size and
prestige come about?

Well it had its genesis in an idea
from local curate Fr Turlough Baxter,
himself a great lover of classical music
and a veteran of many 
classical music festivals.  

Fr Turlough took the idea to three other
music lovers in town, namely; Liam 
Farrell, Gerard Fitzgerald and Ian 
O'Doherty, who got together to examine
the feasibility of running a classical
music festival in Carrick-on-Shannon.

Having all attended similar festivals
over the years and after consulting with
the local community and relevant
organisations, they resolved to found
the Carrick Water Music Festival.  

A programme was drawn up, Opera a
la Carte were hired and while it was
clear that the budget and work involved
was daunting to say the least, the 
support both locally and nationally 
was superb, and so began the 

tradition of the Water
Music Festival.

So is the Water
Music Festival all
about ‘classical music’,
is a question we’re
often asked?

The answer is ‘not
at all’. Classical plays a
big part in the festival
because part of its
original ethos was to
make it available and
accessible to a wider
audience. Many people
have experienced 
classical music for the first time by
enjoying it ‘live’ at the festival and, in
recent years, the Proms has helped to
popularise it even more.  

The Proms is something everyone
should experience at some time in their
lives. There’s something genuinely
inspiring about the sound of a 30 piece
orchestra and singers raising the roof in
a powerful crescendo of mostly popular
pieces from the classical genre. It really 
is the perfect antidote to the doom and
gloom of this economic climate.

Since the beginning, the festival has
gone from strength to strength intro-
ducing touring opera, classical music,
folk, jazz and world music, as well as
providing unusual and entertaining
side-shows for children and families.

Amongst the more famous names
who have performed are, legendary
Rock n’ Roller Joe Brown, Dé Danann,
Opera a la Carte from London, famed
classical guitarist Carlos Bonell, Eleanor
Shanley, the Henry Girls, Charlie
McGettigan, international opera singers
Sinead Mulhern and Martha Bredin,
Kila, Cedric Watson’s Cajun & Zydeco
band from Louisiana, The Black Magic
Big Band and many, many others.

Plans are already in place for a
bumper festival in 2013 with several
international stars being lined up for
our very special Gathering and Carrick
400 event. 

A festival of this stature could not
survive or thrive without funding and
sponsorship and in this we are indebted
to several organizations, particularly
since the economic downturn over the
past five years. 

MBNA has been our mainstay and
funder-in-chief up to last year and
without their support of the arts we
simply would not have been able to
present such a strong and varied 
programme over the years. 

Failte Ireland, the Arts Council and
Leitrim County Council have also been
particularly supportive in all this time.
Business sponsors and private individual
benefactors have been magnificent all
through, particularly as they are so
stretched these days as well.

So, as we prepare for the Gathering
year and the Carrick 400 celebrations,
we look forward to continuing to bring
accessible quality music to the area and
to entice even more visitors to one of
the best boutique festivals anywhere in
the country. 

We look forward to welcoming 
readers of The Leitrim Guardian from 
all over the world to the Water Music
Festival in 2013.  Followers can keep up
to date with announcements via our
website:  

www.carrickonshannonwatermusic.com
and facebook 
www.facebook.com/CarrickWaterMusicFestival

s Proms Acclaim                                  
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Carrigallen

W E  A L L  S I T  B A C K , watch

films, and then in the odd film a

young actor just appears, he got

picked and he got the lucky

break. One example just over the

road in Killeshandra, Eamonn

Owens got that lucky break, red

hair, cheeky, and a wonderful

Cavan accent won him the starring

role in in The Butcher Boy. Now,

we have another to add to that

list David Rawle, Calloughs, 

Carrigallen, Co Leitrim. Many

emails come and go about 

auditions looking for young 

people, with specifics of height,

colour of hair etc. However, in

the notification of the auditions

for Moone Boy something stood

out. I printed it out, handed to

Mary Blake, drama facilitator for

Leitrim Youth Theatre, Carri-

gallen Junior group. It was taken

home by David Rawle, given to

his mother. He attended auditions

in Sligo and so the story begins.

David was chosen from over 200

from all over Ireland for the part

of Martin Moone.

As artistic director/drama facili-

tator with Leitrim youth theatre

Carrigallen senior group, I caught

up with David Rawle, “Martin

Moone”, after he came off set from

the final episode in the second

series of Moone Boy, in the 

comfort of his home, in Calloughs,

Carrigallen. Picture the setting: a

stunning large framed picture of

David and Chris O’Dowd, hangs

on the wall; on the mantle piece a

lovely plaque presented to David

at Carrigallen Annual Summer

Festival; and finally a picture of

David in a stage acting role play-

ing Phil the Fluter, in The Other

Place, a community play written

MOONE BOY
David Rawle talks to Maura Williamson
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Carrigallen

by myself; while the warmth 

of the fire made it perfect to 

commence this interview.

Question: Congratulations David

on your wonderful achievement

as “Martin Moone in “Moone

Boy”, how does it feel coming

back to reality, home, school,

any big parties, red carpet?

David: Being back is great really,

but school now that is a different

story. Ah no! It’s great; I have

had such an amazing experience 

I will never forget. I don’t like fuss,

I returned to school, normal day,

lots of questions, in the playground

from classmates, and congratula-

tions from the teachers. I realised

I had not missed very much as 

I had a tutor on set, Muriel was

her name. At times it was tough

after a days work on set to start

into study and homework, but

overall it made going back to

school a little easier as I realised

I had missed out on very little.

Question: David, tell me a 

little about the audition process?

David: I initially was going for

the part of Padraic, Martin’s

friend, but each time I got called

back, and was reading for the

part of Martin, when we were

down to three for the part of

Martin I was not at all sure 

I would get it, I was so enjoying

myself all the way along. That

final audition, Chris O’Dowd was

there. My mum said it was nearly

three hours we were there, it felt

like half an hour to me, I was

having a ball. When I was given

the part I could not believe it, I did

not expect to get it. It took it a

while to really believe I was play-

ing the part of Martin in the film,

Moone Boy. It became part of my

day to day life for a while, learn-

ing lines, travelling to Ardmore

studios and on location in Boyle.

I had an amazing time, I will never

forget it. Come evening, I did not

want to come home. We were

given a camera to go around the

crew and cast behind the scenes

and do a mini-film “Moone Boy

Confidential”, that was such fun!

Parts of this can be seen on

YouTube and the Moone Boy web-

site. Chris O’Dowd talks about

this in some of the interviews.

Question: You are also back

with Leitrim Youth Theatre Co

Carrigallen, I saw you step in

the other night how did that

feel? And what are your thoughts

on youth drama.

David: It was good to be back, to

do all the fun things again. Back

to where it all started. In drama

we learn the skills of working

together as a team, learning lines

for a production, learning all the

stage craft, and it helps to over

come stagefright, and gives you

a good feeling about standing up

like at mass to read, or in front

of a crowd to speak, like in later

life. It all started when Mary

Blake our drama facilitator

handed us a letter about audi-

tions for Moone Boy, given to

Mary by you, I took it home,

checked in with mum as regards

her work, and she said he would

check it out and see if it worked

out for me to attend. There was a

delay in hearing about the audi-

tions, mum contacted you, you

emailed the company and I got

an email to attend in Sligo for the

first audition.

Question: Any difference in

your opinion acting for stage

and for film?

David: Acting for film is somewhat

easier, if you mess up, or miss a
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line it’s easy in film, TAKE 2,

but on stage live, you must keep

going with the play. Tricky if you

skip a page. Also in Moone Boy,

I had a mike on me so, no need

for voice projection and sound

guy with a boom-mike over me

as well.

Question: I discovered that when

over the summer you came in to

play Phil the Fluter at one stage

of his life in “The Other Place”, 

I had to encourage you to raise

your voice a little.

David Oh yes, that was such fun,

I enjoyed playing that part. That

was in the play about Percy French

when he was around Carrigallen

and wrote “Phil the Fluters Ball”,

I enjoyed performing as part of a

cast of 60 and musicians at Corn

Mill theatre. it was really exciting.

Question: Were you in anyway

worried about the great line up

of actors you would be working

with, or did you take it in your

stride?

David Everyone was so amazing

they were so good, so natural. In

the early stage I wondered why 

I was there among these legends

of actors. Deirdre O Kane was

amazing, witty, and quick as a

whip, she was so motherly, she

has two children of her own and

played a great mother in Moone

Boy. Myself and my mum went to

see Deirdre in a stage play “The

Greener” in The Gaiety theatre in

Dublin, she was playing a more

serious roll, and she was great as

well. Other great actors: Chris

O’Dowd, Steve Coogan,  Johnny

Vegas, Pat Shortt, Amy Huber-

mann, Steve Wall, Claire Monnelly,

Aoife Duffin, and many more

very talented and famous actors

were there. They were all so

chatty, no high opinions, down to

earth off stage and made me feel

very much at home.

Question: What was the most

exciting/fearful part of the film

for you as an actor?

David: The most exciting and

fearful all together almost was on

the high wall with Chris O’Dowd

I was scared, excited with the fright

at the same time, so I suppose it

made this scene work quite well.

I will never forget that scene. You

would not have seen it, but I was

harnessed from behind in that

scene to keep me from falling,

but still I was afraid up there.

Question: How did you cope

with the press, interviews, com-

ing home to questions from peo-

ple in Carrigallen?

David: Ah it was great; it did not

bother me at all. I was just myself

and answered as best I could.

Like any interview when you come

away, you feel you forgot to say

this or that, but this is interviews, I

guess. In Carrigallen everyone was

so friendly and kind, congratulating

me, wanting to know when they

could see me on television? What

would I buy them with the money?

Could I retire now? The Annual

Carrigallen Summer Festival pre-

sented me with a lovely plaque on

my opening the festival, and I per-

formed the piece I did in the play

“The Other Place” on the open

stage in Carrigallen, I really

enjoyed that moment. The people

of Carrigallen have a great history

of drama and theatre and there

was a great sense of pride in the

community to say the part of Mar-

tin Moone in Moone Boy was

played by a local lad, David Rawle,

that is amazing really.

Question: We all want to know

about the lovely Chris O’Dowd

what he was really like.

David: He was so nice, so nice to

me, he is such a funny man, off

and on set, and at times I had a

great problem not bursting out

laughing at him on set. He is a

great guy. So down to earth like.

He was so kind and invited myself

and my mum to the premier of his

new film “The Sapphires”

in the Savoy in Dublin. He got

married recently.
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Question: Where to from here

David?

David: Secondary School. I was

12 recently and the next step for

me is Secondary School.

Question: That is one great

answer David, the film world has

not distracted you from reality,

and that is indeed the next

stage in your life, and a big

stage it is. Would you like to

follow a career in film or theatre?

David: I would like to continue

in school/college and focus on a

more secure career as well, but if

I get called for auditions in between

I will certainly go for them. I would

encourage anyone to go for audi-

tions they are such fun. “You

never know it could be you”

Maura: On that great line David

“You never know it could be you” 

I want to thank you, and your mum

for having me here to do this 

interview. I saw your great talent at

a very young age, but was not 

sure where it would take you, but 

I have been given the answer, and

that is wonderful to see a young lad

like yourself walk naturally into 

an audition and take the lead part 

of Martin Moone. Wishing you 

every success David and really 

looking forward to having you join

me in Leitrim Youth Theatre Co 

Carrigallen Senior group. Moone Boy

is currently on the shelves for sale in

DVD form!

Congratulations

David we are all

very proud of your

achievement!

Phil the Fluter (David Rawle) meets Percy French (Barry Taylor) on the Corn Mill stage, Carrigallen, in Maura Willliamson’s
play: “The Other Place”. Also directed by Maura Williamson. David & Barry are both members of the LYTC Carrigallen.
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T H I S  Y E A R Drumkeeran 
village hosted a St Patrick’s
Weekend festival with funding
support from the Rural Devel-
opment Program (2007-2013)
LEADER–Measure 313 Encour-

agement of Tourism Activities.

While St Patrick’s days has
been celebrated for many years
in Ireland as a Roman Catholic
feast and holy day, over the
last twenty years it has grown
to represent the pluralism of
Ireland, encompassing and
integrating the many facets of
Irish society that now co-exist.
This year for the first time, the
holiday was celebrated as an all
weekend event in Drumkeeran,
with something for everyone to
enjoy. Like many other parts of
Leitrim and Ireland, Drumkeeran
and the surrounding areas
have been particularly badly
affected by the recession with
the local population devastated
by unemployment and the
resulting emigration. Motivated
by the desire to bring visitors
to the village and in turn give
the local economy a boost the
Drumkeeran youth club lead-
ers put together a festival plan,
and successfully sourced part
funding to host the event.
Local sponsorship also helped.

The festivities commenced 
on Friday night, the eve of 
St Patrick’s day, with a well
attended ceilí in the community
centre. Many of the great local
musicians led the ceilí, and
fun, friendship, and craic was
enjoyed by all who attended. 
On Saturday evening Drum-
keeran the first ever St Patrick’s
night parade in Leitrim, “Light
Up” lived up to its name and 
lit up Drumkeeran as floats,
participants and bands from
near and far , marched through
the streets of Drumkeeran
Afterwards Drumkeeran’s fine
hostelries were packed to
capacity as the festival goers
enjoyed the convivial spirit on
offer after the parade. Prizes
were awarded to a variety of
participants to mark their
effort in preparing their floats
for the parade.

On Sunday afternoon there
were a multitude of activities
for the youth of the area to
enjoy including Toons and 
Balloons which included a
Rodeo Bull, Laser Quest &
inflatable fun for all the family.
The mobile cinema screened
The Muppets followed by Jack
& Jill at 6pm. The weekend

culminated with a spectacular
fireworks show put on by
Rocket Pyrotechnics which
enthralled the audience of all
ages.

Drumkeeran Youth Club, the
hosts of the St Patrick’ week-
end activites, are most grateful
to all of the volunteers, funders
and sponsors who made this
weekend festival possible. We
hope that such support will
continue and allow Drumkeeran
Youth Club to be in a position
to provide such memorable
activities for the community,
events which raise spirits,
cement friendships and overall
enhance community relations,
for many years to come.

L I G H T  U P  L E I T R I M ' S  F I R S T  
S T  PAT R I C K ' S  N I G H T  PA R A D E
Bláithín Gallagher

Drumkeerin
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The Blonde dAquitaine breed can
be traced back several centuries
to the South West of France
where they were renowned for
being both working draft 
animals and beef cattle. In 1962,
the three different Blonde herd
books, the Garonnais (founded
|in 1898), Blonde de Pyrenees
and Quercy herd books were
merged to form the modern day
Blonde dAquitaine herd book,
thereby significantly broadening
the genetic base of the breed.

The Irish Blonde dAquitaine
Breed Co-Operative was founded
in in 1974 and the first Blondes
were imported in July, 1975. 
Following a careful evaluation 
of the breeds intrinsic merit as 
a producer of top quality beef.
Twenty breeders imported 250
specially selected females and 6 bulls in
1975. Most of the top French blood lines
are seen in the pedigrees of Blonde 
cattle in Ireland with the Irish Society
continually sourcing the best new blood
lines available thereby ensuring that 
the top class quality of Irish Blonde 
cattle will continue. There are now
approximately 120 members who 
own about 500 pedigree cows.

The Blonde is now truly recognised
as having a very important role to play
in the production of top quality suckler
weanlings suitable for the home market
and the lucrative European markets. On
the female side, the commercial dam is
noted for producing long, lean muscled

Memorial Cup for 
Michael Cunningham in 
Farming Parade Myra Reynolds

animals when crossed with any other
continental sire. The Blonde has many
good mothering traits including docility
– a trait that has become increasingly
important in the last few years for 
the many part time farmers. Their 
calving ability, longevity and high 
fertility rates are widely proven which
in turn creates a big demand for the
weanling heifers.

Micheal Cunningham was one of the
first breeders of Blonde cattle in the
North Western region, he was also one
of the first to import and use  the"
British type Blonde", a  beefier type
Blonde and not as big as the French type.
Michael had initially imported Blonde
d’Aquitaines from France himself, but

ultimately found the British type, better
suited to Irish soil and easier to calve
and develop. He loved the breed and
had succeeded in developing a fine
herd. The the Irish Blonde cattle 
society are now recommending 
breeders to use this British type 
Blonde that Micheal had promoted 
and used  for years.  

The Irish Blonde Cattle Society now
run every year, at the Carrick winter fair
a  Blonde Beef Bonanza, with 5000
euro prizemoney!—divided into three
sections:

1)  Blonde  Breeding type heifer under 600kgs
2)  Blonde weanling Bull under 400 kgs ,
3)  Blonde weanling heifer under 400 kgs .

Drumlish

The  Micheal Cunningham
memorial trophy, for Best
Small Blonde dAcquitaine
herd of the year has been
initiated by the Irish
Blonde dAquitaine Society.
The cup was presented to
coincide with Michael’s
first anniversary, to 
Martin Costello from 
Ballinasloe, Co Galway, by
Michael's wife Emer in
December 2011 in the 
Tullamore Court Hotel at
the Society's AGM .
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THE WINDS OF  CHANGE had swept over

Ireland from the 12th century but the remote-

ness and inaccessibility of the west delayed

that change from the old Gaelic ways in

lovely Leitrim. However the dictates of a

determined monarch, Elizabeth 1st of England,

and the military strength of her deputy, Sir

John Perrott, saw the birth of county Leitrim

in 1583. Elizabeth’s successor in 1603, James

1st chose plantation as his way to subdue the

rebellious Irish. The success of the scheme in

Ulster in 1610 paved the way for the planta-

tion of Leitrim ten years later. Sir Frederick

Hamilton took up his grant of land in March

1622 – 1500 acres of profitable land and

5000 acres of waste and mountain --- in two

lots, one in Glenfarne and the other in

Manorhamilton. Originally residing in Glen-

farne and, over the years, increasing his hold-

ing to 18,000 acres, Hamilton eventually

decided to build himself a castle and a town.

So in 1634, on its strategically positioned site,

the building of Manorhamilton Castle and the

growth of a new-born town commenced.

Hamilton’s story is both well researched and

documented and its telling is not for this arti-

cle but his arrival in this area put down a

marker. Others, for various reasons, soon fol-

lowed to take the lands of the dispossessed

Irish.

Step through the Gates of Skreeney House
Adjacent to Hamilton’s castle stands the little

cottage which was once the main gatehouse

to Skreeney House. It is a nostalgic reminder

of this once great house and its distinguished

occupants. Seven generations of Cullens

would have entered here to travel the mile

long avenue to their residence. Around 1660

Captain John Cullen came from Co Tyrone to

Glenboy. His three sons settled in the

Manorhamilton area – Patrick in Cloonaquin,

John (c 1660-1690) in Skreeney and James in

Townymoyle. John’s son, Patrick More Cullen

(1680-1744), married Isabella Rose and con-

tributed significantly to the commercial life of

the town by founding a tanyard and a distill-

ery.  The building of Skreeney House, locally

referred to as Skreeney Lodge, is attributed to

Patrick More in the later years of the 17th

century. Coming down another generation we

find his son, Major Patrick Cullen (1725-1775),

married to Isabella Nesbitt of Aughamore, Co

Roscommon, rearing six sons and two or, per-

haps, three daughters. Their son, also Patrick,

following in established gentry custom, mar-

ried Judith Wynne, daughter of Owen Wynne

Manorhamilton

STATELY HOUSES  OF  HISTORIC
MANORHAMILTON 
Margaret Connolly

of Hazlewood, another planter family. The

only child to this union, Judith Anne, died in

Italy so the succession to Skreeney went to

Patrick and Isabella’s second son, Cairn Cross,

a name which was perpetuated down

through the succeeding generations. He was

ordained a Minister in 1775 and having spent

some time in a curacy in Ballintemple, near

Cavan, he was appointed Rector of Cloonclare

in 1792 and ministered there until his death in

1807. During this time, he and his wife, Eliza-

beth (or Ellen) Soden of Grange, Co. Sligo,

lived at Skreeney Lodge, although the Rev-

erend must have been absent by times as he

was Chaplain to the Leitrim Militia from 1794

onward. The three sons to this marriage all

chose military careers and the heir to

Skreeney, again Cairn Cross, had an unhappy

Skreeney House



2013  Leitrim Guardian 27

life. He was forced to marry Hester Dickson of

Woodville, Co. Leitrim (in settlement of a

debt) but his heart was always with another,

a Miss Maunsell of Limerick. His marriage to

Hester in 1800 was short lived as he died in

Youghal in 1801. The altar tomb to his mem-

ory was erected by Miss Maunsell.

An Eccentric Heir
The next heir to Skreeney was born posthu-

mously and, in the family tradition, was

named Carney Cross. He grew up to be an

eccentric and who ‘from fear of being

annoyed by the ghosts of his ancestors,

eschewed living in the family place’. Carney

Cross Cullen had no desire to live at Skreeney

Lodge and when he came of age, built himself

a fine Georgian villa in Glenade – Glenade

House c. 1833. He married his cousin, Jane

Palmer, and had one son and six daughters.

Rejection or dislike of the past transmitted

itself to Carney’s only son, from whom he was

eventually estranged when his son publicly

declared himself a Roman Catholic and

espoused the cause of the Fenians.  Both Car-

ney and his son, through their extravagance,

managed to squander away a large inheri-

tance. This entire property was sold in the

Encumbered Estates Court shortly after Car-

ney’s death, and the premature death of his

son, in 1878.

But what of Skreeney House, purposely

deserted by its heir? It was rented by John

James Cullen, uncle to the eccentric Carney

Cross. John James and his wife, Bridget Finu-

cane, reared a family of twelve – six boys and

six girls. Of these the best remembered is

Kate, the youngest, born in 1832. After two

‘cancelled’ engagements, she married Michael

Mitchell, Manager of the Bank of Ireland in

Carrick-on-Shannon. One of their seven chil-

dren was Susan, writer and poet, and it was

she who encouraged her mother to record her

memories of Skreeney House, where she lived

until the death of her father in 1842.

Skreeney House Remembered
From Kate’s description we can visualise the

L-shaped house in its luxuriant setting, sur-

rounded by its manicured gardens, divided

into squares by laurel and beech hedges, with

‘oceans of lily of the valley, daffodils, narcis-

sus, double white and yellow primroses and

pansies in the spring, and in the summer

roses everywhere and a wealth of common

fruits’. The walk through this garden ended at

the Skreeney river. The lawn to the front was

bordered by a variety of shrubs and had in

the centre ‘a beautiful holly tree’. Within the

house, Kate tells of its many rooms. The din-

ing room with its silver, valued at over £300

in 1832, hosted ‘sparkling parties, entertaining

family friends, and later, prospective suitors

for the elder girls’. The drawing room, with its

grand piano, saw musical evenings and card

games. Nearby was the study with its library

of books, many silk bound. On the ground

floor too was the school room where the

Cullen children were well educated by private

tutors. Upstairs were the many bedrooms,

sleeping family, friends, cousins, guests,

valets, a butler, a nurse and nursemaids. A

typical breakfast consisted of stirabout, hot

bread, eggs, cold meat etc. and was followed

by the reading of Psalms and Lessons of the

day. Those who enjoyed the privileged life

within these walls, and they knew no other

life, were cushioned from the harsh realities

of life for the native Irish, a life of toil, depri-

vation and poverty where every day was a

struggle to stay alive. But this house saw

other inhabitants when, during the Great

Famine, it was one of five houses rented in

the Manorhamilton area to provide shelter for

the destitute, the Workhouse being unable to

cope with the numbers seeking admittance.

The Cullens are remembered as benevolent

landlords who contributed significantly to the

clerical, industrial, military and administrative

life of Manorhamilton in the 18th and 19th

centuries.

In the Shadow of O O’Donnell’s Rock
After the defeat of Kinsale and the Flight of

the Earls in 1607, the powerful dynasty of the

O’Donnell’s, Earls of Tyrconnell, was shattered

and their descendants migrated from Done-

gal, one of the main branches settling at Lark-

field, Manorhamilton. The first resident there,

Hugh (born 1691) believed he was the inheri-

tor of the title, Earl of Tyrconnell. Indeed he

was always known as the earl by the people

and the memorial slab over his grave in

Creevelea Abbey is called The Earl’s Tomb-

stone. This Hugh was held in great esteem by

the impoverished Irish of Co. Leitrim, partly

because he was an O O’Donnell and partly

because he was one of the few Catholics to

hold property in the 18th century. His holding

at Larkfield was initially on lease from the

Lane-Fox estate but through advantageous

marriages to other Ascendancy families such

as the Phibbs of Branchfield, Co. Sligo and the

Montgomerys of Belhavel, Co. Leitrim, it

became undisputedly owned.

Larkfield House is described as a very plain

house but its construction is alleged to have

caused financial embarrassment for the O

O’Donnell estate. The first Hugh of Larkfield

was evidently a man of learning. The compila-

tion of the Poem Book of the O’Donnell by

the scribe Seamus Maguidhir, was a project

initiated by him. Maguidhir transcribed the

poems from various old manuscripts and ‘ for

his labours was generously rewarded by his

patron’. The greater part of the work was

completed by 1727 and the manuscript, for-

merly in the Phillips Library in Cheltenham,

was purchased by the National Library of Ire-

land in 1930/1931. In 1752, when Richard

Pococke, Archbishop of Dublin, toured Ireland,

he met with Hugh O O’Donnell at the house

of Colonel Foliot in Ballyshannon, proof of

O'Donnells importance in the western region.

By this time he had married twice, first to

Flora Hamilton who died in 1716 and then to

Margaret Montgomery, daughter of Hugh

Manorhamilton
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Montgomery of Derrygonnelly, Co Fermanagh.

The O O’Donnell sons through the years were

basically all army men and their military his-

tory is well documented in Dominic Rooney’s

article in the Leitrim Guardian of 1999. The

last O O’Donnell to reside at Larkfield House

was Captain John O O’Donnell (1862-1932).

He is the one remembered by the older gen-

eration of the area

Captain ‘Jack’
What do we know of this Captain?  

A flamboyant character, by all accounts, he

was totally immersed in the county’s adminis-

trative and social scene. He was High Sheriff

and Deputy Lieutenant of Co. Leitrim, Vice

Chairman of the first County Council, a mem-

ber of the Board of Guardians of Manorhamil-

ton Workhouse and a popular magistrate.

With Dr. R.A. Rutherford, he worked zealously

in promoting Manorhamilton Agricultural

Show in the early 1900’s and is listed as a

successful exhibitor in several classes –

horses, cattle and sheep. His efforts to pro-

mote recruitment to the British Army at the

start of World War 1 are reported in The Sligo

Advertiser. An elderly gentleman, now gone

to his eternal reward, remembered when, in

his youth, he worked in Jeiter’s Commercial

Hotel on the Sligo Rd. in Manorhamilton, see-

ing John O O’Donnell enter and scatter a

handful of sovereigns to be picked up by

those present. Evidently a sporting man, we

see that in April 1905 he was elected a mem-

ber of the Sporting Club at a meeting in the

Bush Hotel in Carrick-on-Shannon. Described

as ‘a genial host’, his house parties also made

the papers and in the Leitrim Observer of Jan-

uary 11th 1908 we read ‘Several Dublin friends

are making a festive time at Larkfield House,

the home of Mr. John O O’Donnell J.P’. But

there was also another side to the man as the

Court Records of that same year tell us. Here

he petitioned against an application for a plot

of land on which to build a cottage by one

Patrick McDonagh. When questioned by the

judge, Mr. O O’Donnell confirmed that he held

1000 acres on which there was only one cot-

tage.

John, son of Captain O O’Donnell and his

wife, Brigid Ward of Manorhamilton, was

born in 1894, educated at the Holy Ghost Col-

lege, Blackrock and on the continent. He

never resided at Larkfield House and after the

death of his father in 1932 he disposed of the

property. Notice of the auction appeared in

the papers in May 1937 as follows ‘Auction of

Antique and Modern furniture and the entire

outside effects in Larkfield House for John O

O’Donnell Esq. on Tuesday 8th June 1937’. The

list of items for sale was extensive but, per-

haps, the greatest value of the said notice is

that it established for us the size of Larkfield

House – Drawing Room, Dining Room, Study

and Smoke Room, Front and Back Hall, five

Bedrooms, Bathroom, Servants Rooms,

Pantry, Kitchen and Dairy. The house and

lands were acquired by the Land Commission

in the late 1930’s and in 1940 the house was

demolished and the land divided.

Tottenhams of Glenfarne
Of the gentry who occupied the ‘big houses’

around Manorhamilton, the most controver-

sial was the family of the Tottenhams of

Glenfarne Hall. The history of their estate

dates back to Hamilton’s time. Sir Frederick’s

eldest son, Frederick, (born in Glenfarne) was

killed in battle in Roscommon so his brother,

James, became the heir. James had two

daughters, Hannah and Sidney. Hannah inher-

ited the Manorhamilton estate, Sidney the

Glenfarne/Glenade portion. Through the fam-

ily of her husband, Sir John Hume of

Enniskillen, the Glenfarne estate passed to

the Loftus family and from them to the Tot-

tenhams

The name Loftus appears consistently in

the Tottenham genealogy from 10/11/1768,

when Charles Tottenham married Anne Lof-

tus, and it is still there well into the 20th cen-

tury. The Tottenhams held land in several

counties – Wicklow, Wexford, Waterford,

Roscommon, Sligo and Leitrim.  In 1802

McParlan recorded Mr. Tottenham as a non-

resident proprietor in Co. Leitrim. Glenfarne

Hall, overlooking Lough Macnean, was built c.

1820 for Charles Henry Tottenham (1786-

1836). The great sorrow of Charles Henry’s

life was the death of his daughter, Sarah, in a

riding accident. He laid out the village of

Kiltyclogher in her memory and called it

Sarahville. His son, Nicholas Loftus, was born

in 1815. He and his wife, Anna Maria Hopkins,

daughter of a wealthy family in Athboy, Co

Meath, lived in Glenfarne during the Famine

years and his efforts to help his starving ten-

ants are not forgotten. Indeed his work in this

regard very likely contributed to his early

death in 1851. His wife outlived him by many

years, surviving to over one hundred years

and becoming a very influential person

among the Tottenhams. Arthur Loftus, the one

best remembered in the local area, was born

in 1838 and was only thirteen when his father,

Nicholas, died. In June 1858 Arthur Loftus

married Sarah Anne Gore, Kilkenny and by a

strange quirk of fate, their son, Charles Gore,

also lost his father when he was thirteen.

Charles Gore left Glenfarne Hall to live at

Tudenham Park, Co Westmeath.

A Worthwhile Project
To facilitate the great cattle markets of the

west and to stimulate iron and coal mining in

Leitrim, the most influential landlords in the

north of the county in the 1870’s formulated

plans for a Sligo/Enniskillen rail link. The main

promoters were Francis Le Touche and

George Lane Fox of Dromahair, Owen Wynne

of Lurganboy and Hazlewood, Henry Gore

Booth of Lissadell, Lord Massey of Kinlough

and the driving force –Arthur Loftus Totten-

ham of Glenfarne. Under his chairmanship

Manorhamilton
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and with engineers Frederick Barry and Henry

Tottenham (brother to Arthur Loftus), the

Sligo Leitrim & Northern Counties Railway

inched its way through an inhospitable envi-

ronment, from Enniskillen to its railhead at

Carrignagat Junction, south of Ballysadare,

between 1877 and 1882. The scheme was a

godsend to the work-starved men of North

Leitrim but a disaster for the Tottenham

finances. The estate in Leitrim at that time

amounted to over 14,000 acres. Of these

almost 6000 acres was offered for sale in the

Land Judges’ Court in 1878 and 1883.

Elections and Evictions
The land question became a burning issue in

Ireland in the 1880’s and with the encourage-

ment and example of Michael Davitt and

Charles Stewart Parnell, farmers everywhere

rallied to seek rent reductions and retaliate

against evictions. In Westminster, the Parlia-

ment was dissolved on 08/03/1880 and one

of those who put his name on the forthcom-

ing election ticket was Arthur Loftus Totten-

ham. He had contested two previous

elections unsuccessfully. This time he claimed

support on several grounds – his efforts in the

building of the S.L.& N.C.R., his claim to have

given his tenants a 50% reduction in rents,

the large areas of bog he had reclaimed and

made available to tenants as meadow lands

and the making of Kiltyclogher into a proper

village. The election results of April that year

were a sweeping victory for the Glenfarne

landlord. He topped the poll with 1028 votes

leaving his opponents well behind – O’Beirne

on 837, Quinn on 668 and Nelson on 593. The

outcome of the election clearly demonstrates

Tottenham’s popularity at that time. But the

people of Leitrim would soon have cause to

regret their choice and speakers at Land

League meetings would be clamouring for his

removal. Once elected, he pressed for rents,

evicted fifty tenants and claimed he had to

leave the country due to intimidation. His

words in Parliament were no idle threat when

he declared that ‘he would collect his rent in

spite of man or devil’. Action followed words

and in May/June an extra force of fifty police

was drafted into Manorhamilton to carry out

the evictions. Tottenham then refused bog

tickets to anyone who had not paid the rent.

The tenants ignored this and cut their turf as

usual. He had fifty tenants prosecuted for

trespass and fined 10/- each with 5/- costs or

else a week in jail. They all opted for jail and

were escorted by rows of police first to

Manorhamilton and then by train to Sligo and

Carrick-on-Shannon jails. The next spate of

evictions came that winter. On the 27th of

November 1880, a force of 500 police and

military moved into Kiltyclogher for a week to

help with the repugnant task. Anna Parnell

came to witness the harrowing scenes. Her

vivid description tells of the elderly being

dragged from their beds, shivering women

and children clothed only in the merest of

rags, the meagre items of furniture and bed-

ding piled outside, sodden in the rain and

mud. Arthur Loftus evidently spent the final

years of his life in England as Burke’s Peerage

of 1868 shows that he was M.P. for Winches-

ter from 1885 to 1887, the year in which, aged

forty nine years, he passed away.

Glenfarne Hall
The mansion of Glenfarne Hall boasted 

thirty five rooms –eighteen downstairs and

seventeen upstairs A writer of bygone days,

James Douglas, penned a description of ‘the

lovely old house with terraced gardens, a lake

and hills all around’, a paradise for the angler 

privileged enough to ‘fish the stream flowing

through the grounds to Lough MacNean’. It

was, indeed, an ideal venue for the groups 

of dignitaries who regularly came to the

estate to hunt pheasants. The luxury of the

nobility had, of course, many advantages for

the local community, providing much 

needed employment. As well as the gardens

and vineries, the property had thirteen 

cottages, stables for thirty horses and a

motor garage.

Following Tottenham’s time, Sir Edward

Harland of Harland & Wolfe Shipyards in

Belfast, used the great house as a holiday

home and hunting lodge and died there on

December 24th 1895.The 1900’s saw other

owners. By 1906 Colonel Adamson was there.

He sold to a man named Pollock and on the

29th of July 1918, the entire property was

conveyed to three gentlemen, Messrs. Lees,

Nixon and Armstrong, although this latter

withdrew from the arrangement the following

year. The purchase price was £18,000 of

which £15,000 was for the estate and £2400

for the furniture. 1922 saw its final demise

when, having been stripped of its furniture

and much of its timber, Glenfarne Hall was

burned to the ground leaving nothing but the

gutted ruins.

Manorhamilton

Glenfarne Hall on Tottenham Estate



The Leitrim Gathering 2013—
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The Gathering

The Gathering Ireland 2013 is

about the people of Ireland open-

ing our arms and inviting anyone

with a connection to our county to

come and visit.  It’s about asking

anyone who has Irish blood, a

link to Ireland, or even just a love

of our country – to join us for a

diverse series of events through-

out 2013.

These events range from clan

gatherings where people will dis-

cover their roots, to GAA clubs

who are inviting international

teams to their tournaments and

groups of international business

colleagues conferencing in Ire-

land.

These events will be created by

you, your neighbour, your work

colleague or your sports team.

They will be organised by individ-

uals, groups, business colleagues

and clubs within the community

who will reach out to their world-

wide contacts. For those organis-

ing the events, there will be lots

of information, help and support

available on the gathering website

(details below) below over the

coming months.

The Gathering is a powerful

grass-roots movement. By recon-

necting with our Irish global com-

munity, it will be like completing

an electrical circuit; energy will be

generated and our community will

light up and shine with its own

vitality. Let’s light up 2013 with

an unparalleled celebration of Ire-

land’s global community: our

past, present and future.

The Leitrim Gathering is planning

a series of events that will

encourage Leitrim People to

return home to their native

county.  Events like the Leitrim

Roots Festival, Carrick on Shan-

non 400, the Connacht Fleadh,

the Presentation Brothers Past

Pupils Reunion and a Triple

Crown Angling Event are just

some of the many events that are

being planned in order to bring to

Ireland in 2013.

We would like everyone in Leitrim

to invite people they know, their

friends and their families back

home in 2013 where every month,

a number of events will be taking

place somewhere in Leitrim.    

To keep up to date on everything

taking place, to register your

event or to make connections to

help your business visit www.the-

gatheringireland.com
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F E N A G H  V I S I T O R  C E N T R E 1 9 1 2 - 2 01 2

Teresa Lennon

OCTOBER 25th 2012 marked the 100th
year of the building we now know as
Fenagh Visitor Centre. The building was first
opened as a Temperance Hall on October
25th 1912. It closed during the 1950s and
was refurbished and re-opened as Fenagh
Visitor Centre on July 23rd 2005.  Fenagh
Hall was initially a Temperance Hall up until
the 1930’s, it then became a dance hall until
the 1960’s and it was used by the local GAA
club as a meeting and changing room area
throughout the 1960’s and 70’s. It fell into
disrepair and remained neglected and derelict
until the early 90’s when maintenance work
was carried out as part of a FAS scheme
under the supervision of Fenagh Develop-
ment Committee. Following a public meet-
ing held in April 2002 to decide the future
of the building, the culmination of over four
years of planning and construction resulted
in the opening of Fenagh Visitor Centre.

Fenagh Visitor Centre is situated in the
heart of Fenagh village and offers a 
Heritage Centre, Children’s Indoor Play
Area, Café and Meeting Rooms. Fenagh is
steeped in history, from the two splendid
Abbeys, to the various and very significant
archaeological sites in the surrounding fields.
Explanations, descriptions, photographs
and maps can be viewed in the Heritage
Centre. We also have photos and artefacts

depicting life in Fenagh down through the
years. A recent addition is a compilation of
information on all the Fenagh graveyards—
this comprehensive list includes plot 
maps and locations, names and photos of
individual graves. 

The Monk’s Den is a children’s soft play
area based on a monastery theme, spread
over three tiers. There is a specially designed
and segregated toddler area. Children love
to celebrate their birthdays and host their
parties here while others just come for short
term play, and enjoy meeting up with other
children there. Of course, this also benefits

the adults who meet friends and neighbours
over a freshly brewed coffee or enjoy some-
thing more substantial from the Dolmen cafe.
Here patrons can surf the internet for free or
quietly read a selection of newspapers and
magazines. In a rural community this gives a
great opportunity for those who are new to
the area to meet others and become estab-
lished within their new community. 

Fenagh Visitor Centre is also used
as a for meetings, small functions
and temporary exhibitions. Classes
and training sessions including art,
music, dance and personal devel-
opment can be taken at the centre.
Local groups use the space for their
meetings such as Parent & Toddler
and Active Age. The Centre is open
7 days a week and we hope in
another 100 years the building will
still be a hive of activity in the
community just like it was back in
1912. You can find out more infor-
mation on www.fenagh.com, or look up our
Facebook page. We look forward to welcom-
ing you at our centre.

Located on the Carrick-on-Shannon to Fenagh Road
(R209) 20 mins from Carrick and 
10 mins from Mohill/3 mins from Ballinamore

Fenagh

Fenagh 
Temperance
Hall opened on
Friday October
25th 1912. It
closed during
the 1950s and
was refurbished.
It re-opened as
Fenagh Visitor
Centre.

Monk’s Den


