Colin Regan writes about his friend
SHANE MCGETTIGAN

EYERY NOW AND THEN you mest
someone special who you kmow will change
your like forever, Shane MeGettigan was ane
of those people.

Every time | think of Shane | laugh,
because thats what | did whaenaever | was
with him. Cver the past year, Shane, Gamth
Phelan and myself forged a friendship that

will tie s Wogether forever, acmss all bound-

aries. | feel very privileged by and graeful
lor that friendship.

| have played with Shane since around
1994 at under-age level and | can distinctly
memember the game when | ralised what an
axcaptional player he mally was. It was the
1995 U-214 Championship against Mayo in
Pairc Sean and Shane was playing coentre-
back It was a tight game with both teams
exchanging points all the way thmugh. |
think the makh was enwering its final third and
we wer under pressume when Shane made a
vial inierception in the hall-back line and car-
ried the ball hrough the heart of midfield as
only Shane can. He won his free, pat the ball
down, and retuned to his dekensihve duty. That
moment sums up Shane NMeGetigan - the foot-
balier - lor me. | ecall the inspiration it gave
me and realised then and there he would be
one of Leitrin's greatest.

People, aspecially friends our own age,

would ofien ask how we put up with the
routines and schedules, the raining and the
travelling associated with inter-county bot-
ball. The usual reply is pride of county and
lowve lor the game, both of which of couse are
them in abundance. But the fact emains all the
effort and sacrifices simply woukdn't be worth it
if it wasn't lor Shana, and others like him.

Instead of dread ing training I'd ook lor-
wand to it. The craic in the changing mom,
telling bad jolos, discussing the Simpsons
apisode of the day. Shane was always in the
middle of whatever was going on.

When it got down o the serious stuff
Shane's attitde was spot on. | never once
heard Shane comphain about training. (Well
now that | think of it | do emember him giv-
ing out once or twice that a particular ses-
sion was too light). Eren when we went on
the infamous diet, Shane simply took it as
another challenge, another step W be &len
on his axcaptional ladder of like. | felt s
confident lining out baside Shane. You wem
guarankead he'd push himself o the
absolute limit to help his team and his eam
mates win.

Shane and myselfakso attended the
same college, DIT, Aungier Street, whem |
must admit we saw each other mom in the
canteen than in the library. His attitude to

oollege was the same as his attitude o lile,
he toak it one day at a tima, enjoyed it and
never ket it worry him. But then a2ain Shane
never had a pmoblem with the books and he
managed to juggle his sporting an acadamic
commitments perectly - winning the Father
Manning GoM Medal at St. Mel’s just to
prove this, and then not telling anyone
about it

But this was typical of Shane as many of
his friends didn’t even know of his kot-
balling abilities and triumphs, that he was
an accomplished pianist, or of the Fact that
his bad, Charlie, was a Eumvision winner.
Shane was never one for the limelight. It
just wasn his style. | know the Ect that Fm
writing this is even making him cringe right
now.

Shane touched so many people in s0
many different ways. | have bved hearing
all the wonderful stories his friends have 0
memember him by. We all lmew Shane 5o
diflerently, but the one thing we all have in
common is how much he meant o us.

From all your brothers-in-footall from
the Leitrim and Allen Gaels teams, from all
your friends, and espacially your Ramily, we
will miss you always.

You will ive lorever in all of us, until we
mest again.

THE LEITRIM GUARDIAN LAMENIS THE DEATH OF

A FORMER CHAIRMAN—SEAMUS PEYTON

Seamus Peyton, Carrick-on-sShannon, died on July sth 1998. He was Chairman
of The Leitrim Guardian Committee from 1983 to 1985 and an Honorary
President from 1986 until his death. He was teacher in, and later Principal of,
the vocational School, Carrick-on-Shannon, until his retirement in 1977.

His tremendous contribution as a community worker spanned nearly five

decades after his arrival in Leitrim in 1937 from his native Mayo. He will long

be remembered for the vision and commitment he showed in helping to develop the tourism and
fishing potential of the area. He enthusiastically promoted the Irish language, music and dancing and for
many years he was the driving force behind Feis Cara Droma Ruisc. He was President and Secretary of
Carrick Chamber of Commerce which continues to advance the cause of business and industry in the area.

In his roles as officer or member of many other organisations, he helped greatly to improve the quality
of life in his community and county and as recognition of this he was honoured with 'The Leitrim

Personality of the Year Award’ in 1986.
A caring, gentle person, he will be remembered fondly by everyone who knew him.

Ar dhels de go raibh g anam.



Dignified Support in Boston

THE WAY IN WHICH thelrish and Irish American communities sup-
port each other was expressed in a magnificent and dignified manner
during the days that followed the tiagic death of Shane McGettigan,
Drumshanbo, at a Boston construction ste ast August

The McGettigan family spent three days in Boston while amange-
ments were beig made to bring Shane’s body home. As the family
struggled with the kind of ragedy that is greater than any of s, they
found solace in the perfection of kindness as shown to them by many
peoplein Boston, very few of whom they had ever met before. From
their arrival in Logan Infemational Airport on Thursday o their
eparture early on Sunday morning, the family met hundreds of
peaplewho showed with thir offers of help, their wards of comfort,
the hand grasp, the embrace, that they had the faculty of
understanding, as f it were their own, the suffering of the family.

Ahuge crowd led by Cardinal Law of Baston came to the wake on
the Friday night in Gormley's funeral home, and an overlowing
congregation including Joe Hackett the Consul General of lreland in
Boston attended Requiem Miss both for Shane and his workmate,
Ronan Stewart on the Saturday moming. There were quards of hanour
from the St Patrick's GAA Club, the Tirna n0g Ladies Football dlub

Died 11th August 1998

and the Leitrim Society in Boston. Many mourners came for New York,
Washington, Chicago and other cities to attend the wake and the

funeral. Drumshanho exiles such as Kevin and Brian Beime, |oe Keane,

Aicam Heeran, Fergus Moran, Gerry and Adrian Flood, Rebert Cullen,
Joanne 0'Callaghan, Tracy Mc Gourty, Eithme and Pauline 0'Comnor, as
well as others, travelled long distances to be with their neighbous.
A short article like this camot do justice fo the extraordinary
kindness shown by so many peaple i those fraumatic days. The
Leitrim Society led by Chaimman lim Gallagher, and thest. Patricks
GAA club led by Chairman Ray O'FHaherty left nothing to chance with
regard fo defails of arganisation or personal needs. The McGetiigan
family stayed with im and Mae Gallagher who hail from
Augtmasheelim and Creevelea respectively. They not only looked after
the bereaved and catered for the stream of moumers who called each
evening, but they flew home to Ireland with the family fo comfort
them. Mayo man Ray 0Flaherty - ike lim Gallagher - put his job on
hold, and he and his wife Ann were always there to help. Shane
HicGettigan had stayedwith them initially when he went to Boston.
Tommy Gallagher (ims brother) and is wife Frances, Shane
cGovem, Terry, Bian and Padaic Keane {Drumshanbo) werea con-

stant support. Eili Qually (rom Four Roads, Co. Roscommon) and her
hushand Dens provided a splendid mealin their West Raxbury
Restaurant for a arge group of moumers after the funeral. Ritchie
Gormley's Funeral Home combined efficiency and sensitivity in help-
ing o bring the family through some of the moments that we all par-
ticularly fear in coping with the death of a loved one. Ritchie - asa
fribute o the impact Shane had made during his short timein Buston
- decided that he and two of his assistants, Barry and Leo, should
accompany the remaims back to Drumshanbo.

In the {ast few monihs & committee was formed in Boston with the
singular purpose of creating a memarial to both Shane and Ronan
Stewart, who died with Shane. Under the Co-chaimanship of fim
Gallagher and Ray 0'Flaherty, the committee has so far raised over
$70,000 which will go towards fostering Iish games and culture in the
Iish Culture Centre n Boston.

The sadness of these August days will always remain a profound
memory for all who were present. 5o too will the oalty and slidar-
ity of rsh Americans to Irih, a solicarity that was also strikingly
avident on the otherside of the Alanic in Drumshanbo and Leitrim
during the funeral and the days that followed.

LEITRIM STALWART DIED

JOE MCINERNEY died at his New York home
at the end of October 1998. He was a native of
Lurganboy, Manorhamilton and one of the most
popular Irishmen in the State.

Frank Brady, chairman of the Leitrim Football
Club in New York and Joe'’s successor as distributor
of The Leitrim Guardian in New York writes:

Joe was infused with a great love for all things
Leitrim. For over four decades he was very instru-
mental and inspirational in the Leitrim football club.
He was the link and the thread that ran through to
other generations of Leitrim players and officials.

He was literally the patriarch and the father figure
to whom we greatly deferred. Joe’s genial demeanour
ensured that the club functioned in a very cohesive
manner. He was a very meticulous and methodical
individual and as a result he has left us a great legacy.

He photographed the various moments of history
and recorded belated details in records spanning
almost 100 years. Joe had prevailed upon me to assist
in compiling a history of the Leitrim football club in
New York. The work had begun and, except for my
procrastination, it should have been completed before
Joe’s unexpected death.

In essence, we have lost the pillar stone of our club.
I have lost a great mentor and, above all, a valued
friend.

IN NEW YORK

Tommy Maoran, Secretary of Leitrim Co Board writes:
“Joe McInerney loved people. He made friends easily. His
friendship was not an empty, casual acquaintance, but a
long-lasting, warm and personal interest in your well-
being. Joe retained his friendship-how many people have
said “I've been friendly with him for years”. His warm,
inoffensive and gentlemanly personality endeared him to
all. He was someone who could be called aon, in any
circumstance, to lend an obliging hand and this he did so
willingly, without any fuss. It was seldom he had to be
called on, because Joe was extremely thoughtful and his
services would be offered before you had a chance to ask.
Personal inconvenience was never a consideration.

He had a passionate interest in the green and gold,
whether it was the Leitrim Association, the Leitrim Club
in New York, or the Leitrim County and club teams at
home. He used his exceptional organisational abilities for
the welfare of any Leitrim cause and his role was central to
very many fund-raising ventures.

Joe was loyal to us all. The loss felt by his brother Jim,
his sister Maura and their families is shared by many, who
considered Joe part of their own family. He loved people
and people loved him.

Sonas Siorai duit, Joe.



