Jan Alexander, founder of C' rann with cfz:!drf:.-: frr:rm D.r‘umem'r? National School,
weeding the trees planted shortly after Crann sel up in Co Lelirim.

Readers of the Leitrim Guardian
will have followed the progress of
Crann since its launch in June 1986,
We are a Leirim based national
organisation whose purpose is the
planting  and
broadleaved trees in Ireland.

Although Crann has grown (o be
a 2,000 member strong organisa-
tion, we are sill a small staff of
people with limited resources. Our
aim 15 1o create  employment
throughout the country by introduc-
ing one land-use diversity into the
farm holding which will add to the
overall farm income,

In the early years of Crann it
seemed as if we were going against
the advice of the state. The only
rees bemng planted for economic
purposes were the soltwood produc-
ng coniferous (rees, — mainly Sitka
Spruce, which every Leitrim person
will be well familiar with.

But things are slowly changing
and now some broadleaved species
arg at last being recogmised for their
commercial potential.
grants and forest premiums avail-
able through the Deparument of

The new

promoting  of

Energy Forest Service reflect this
change.

In 1969 the then Minister for
Lands, Mr Scan Flangan, instructed
the State Forest Service “to make an
all out drive o acquire land in
County Leitrim, to plant it and
thereby  give employments o as
many pecple as possible in “that
area.”

The forestry plantations which
resulted from both that instruction
and later on from the private
foresory  investment companics
which sprang up around the same
time as the EEC grants for private
forestry were introduced, are exten-
sive and expanding. The dramatic
change these forests caused 1w the
landscape, coupled with continued
population decline, did nothing to
warm the hearts of the people of
Leitrim towards forestry. Encourag-
ing Leitnm people to sell their land,
often o foreign investors, would
seem o be contradictory to the aim
of stabalizing the population.

NMow, in 1991 with the national
planting target up to 30,000
hectares per annum by 1993, along

with crippling emigration’
county and mcereasingly un.
conditions for the futore of sma..
farming as we know it, — the idea of
farm woodlands would appear to be
an 1dea whose time has come, The
grants to help do this are food; the
forest premium paymenis arc now
realistic; the county is capable of
growing trees quicker than any-
where in Europe. We don't want the
entire county of Leitrim to be blan-
ket forested with dark, evergreen
forests. Broadleaved trees do grow
well here, as every farmer will have
obhserved.

The creanon  of  sustainable
employment in the region is crucial
While competition between the pri-
vale forestry Investment companics
to acquirce land for planing 13
strong, little has been done in terms
of ‘co-ordinating a wviable scheme
designed for the small farmer who
13 looking for another option apart
from selling hisfher land and mov-
ing away for the area.

The Local Project -
A Pilot Tree Scheme
In March 1991 a small group of
individuals gathered at the Crann H
Q in Aughavas to look at the possi-

Jan Alexander at the organisation's b.g.
in Aughavas, with two of Crann's for-
mer frainees, Nall Miller and Yvonne
Shields, who now run Ashling Wood-
land Development (from Mobill).

—-
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bility of devising just such a treec
scheme for small farmers, We have
had a good few meetings since then
and the closer we look mnto the 1dea,
the more appropriate and feasible
the idea has become. Below 15 a
brief outhine of the idea.

Stape 1: For landowners, farmers
and other interested people in the
arca t0 combine their collective
land, resources, knowledge and
skills to develop a multi-purpose,
mixed forestry resource within g
sustainable and commmunity based
integrated plan,

Stage 2. To utilise the timber pro-
duced from this forest resource
within the area both through exist-
img timber indusiries and through
development of new timber based

‘Industrics.

Stage 3. To generate work both
direcily through timber production
and related downstream industries
and indirectly through integrated
local tourism.

This approach to forestry is (he
opposite to efforts which are cur-
being practiced in this
county. It is about encouraging pco-
ple not w sell their land; to avail of
the grants themselves; 1w plant
an agreed mixure of mainly
broadleaved itrees on suitable parts
of their farms; to grow small quanti-
ties of high value timber rather than

rently

large volumes of two value umber
and 1o help safeguard the future and
the way of life of the small farmer
in the county.

The forests envisaged for this
pilot tree scheme will bring many
benefits 1o the small farmer. Early
thinnings will provide a continpal
supply of good burming firewood,
Fencing posts will also result form
early thinning. We already have a
good market for Ash at 18-25 years
for the manufacture of hurleys and
once a tie::ﬂnl vilume of clean hard-
wood timber 1s coming on stream
and grown (0 2 sustainable plan, it
will then be possible to identify and
develop other markets and uses for
the timber,

Unlike the heavy “blanket” effect
that singlo oppouies coniferous
plantation have on our landscape,
these farm woodlands will blend
beautifully with the unique drumlin
landscape of [eitrim. There will be
a variety of species used which will
add 10 the colour and diversity of
the landscape.

This approach 0 growing trees
will actually cnhance tourism in the
area. The small woodlands will look
beautiful; provide more shelter for
game; provide at the least a contin-
ual crop of firewood and at the best
a valuable hardwood timber
resource for which 10 sustain small

umber based industrics within
county.
The Next Step —What is Needec
We need to know if these is o
interest wwards developing this |
project for small farm woodlands
We need people with:— land; s
ume; ree establishment exper
knowledge of timber; knowledg
Leitrim soils; experience of s
farming; money or skills in fi
raiging.

We would like to hear from pe
working for the related State ba
who would have a personal inte

- the development ol thus |

scheme. We would also like 1o |
from people involved with ©
organisations in County Loitrim
short, 1f you have an interest n
aspect of the above, please ge
touch.

Crann 15 offering the resourc
its office at Aughavas, along witl
the information and contacts 2
ered over the last five years, '
project will be the main focus of
work In the ume ahead. Please «

» tact Mary Holohan or Jan Alexa

at Crann, Aughavas, wvia Ca
Co Leirim. Telephone: 078 3602
Anvone in the bordering couwr

of Roscommon, Fermanagh, Ca

Longford or Sligo who would ik
become in anyway
of course you're welcome.
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Noel Seeeeney, Breege Sulllvan and John
Bedilboer with the Annie bdastin hMemoral
Trophy for the best kept area
CAphiadarkHrdmm) during Balllnamoss
Festival Week,

Lead singer Palricia Dolan In a scene From
E“nlalnil,'!,r _|a:1,q'

produced by Ballinamore husic Socety in
Agei, .

Ballinameore Jeebreakers take to the wabers of
Caradice Lake in abociouws weather
conditions Lask Christmas Day, The svim
was in ald of the Leikim Branch af the
Makienal Council fior the Blind.

Mr Gemrey Mahon MT peesents the Betty
Bodan Memorial Trophy to Faul Bohan, the
winning caphin in the festival Competition
at Ballinameee in August,

hr Tony C¥Beime presents the O Beime
Trophy to Patrcla Criffin, Ballinam ore AC,
e mark the dub's fownh seocasiive

wictery in the Leitim Road League. Also in
picture are County Board officialshary Talar,
Joe Decaman and |"] Lr:dd}l.

F

his Anne Sehert ol the French Culiural
Inskhabe, b4s Maur ﬂanl:'_n,r. nakive of Ballina
gler Department of Education, Lisa Cryan
of 5t Felim's College, Ballinamore fwinning
school) and br b Ropert, French Cultural
Atache, at Hw presentbion of the French
Radic Tape Avards In the Teachers Cerkne
Camick on Shannee, last Moy, The
competiion, open b post pimary schools in
Longford, Ledrim and Rosoommen was
sponsored by the French

Culturm Insttute and the Department of
Eduwcatrion and wan by Hee Leaving
Certificate Class at 5t. Felim's

Fhilip Murphy (lefth and James Dooman im a
scent from Tarry Fynin produced by
Ballinamore Dramatic Sodety in June.

bdz Pat [—]in.-.i'..ie:,l'll President of the '::H!.Tﬂp]l:
Conneil of Ireland, bdr Padraic Griffin
tauthord, hdr Eobert Molloy TD, hinlstar
for Energy and bAr Bobley Begley Precident
of BLE, at the launch of The Politics of [nish
Athlebics 1850-1990 by br Molloy in Dublin.
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