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Kathleen and Jim O'Connell, Chicago, with
their daughrers Flong, Marita and Alleen,

Armong the most regular visitors o
their native Leitrim are the ' Conrell
and Gaffney families of Evergreen
Fark, [llinois — a suburb of Chicago.

fim XConmell, a native of
Killadough, Ballinamore, worked for
some wears ot Ballinamore Rallway
before deciding ro emigrate, like many
other young men of his age. In Chicago
he entered the comstruction industry
arted mow he has built up a formidabie
contracting business. His wife Karhieen
— formeriy Kathieen Gaffney — was
actually @ near neighbour of Jim's for
she  comes  from  Aughaleague,
Ballinamore, The OConnells have four
children, one som  Kevin, who O ar
present studying in the University of
Minnesota, and three daughiers; Fiona
who is studyving to be a Court Reporter
at the University of Florida;: Aileer and
Marita, both of whom are still in High
School in Chicago.

The three O'Conmell sisters are
rypical of American young ladies —
altractive, and excellent comversational
ists — and while holidaying in Leitrim
this  year, Alleen was selected ar
Ballinamore  Festival  Queen, an
honour af which she was very proud.

The OPConnells and Gaffneys are
fgagfaw:. Sfor Noel Gaffney is Kathleen's

brother, Noels wife, also Kathleen,
Jormeriy Kathfeen Keon, iv 8 native af
the Kinfough area and her sister
Maureen s married 10 Michael
Sweeney in Bailinamore, 3o the Keon
Jamily has done iz bit for the

wnification  of North  and  South
Lefrrim,

Leitrim  Guardian readers are
already aware of the generosity af Noel
Gaffney. for he is the sponsor af The
Galfney Award which brings a member
af The Leitrim Guardian Committes to
the Usnited States on a promotion frip
each wear.

Noel and Kachleen, who run a very
successful travel agency in Oaklzwn
have five daughters, Genevieve, Noelle,
Maeve, Brends and Lorna,

Like all emigrafis, the Gaffneys
and *Connells miss many things in
their exile — they miss their refatives
and friends at home, their native place
with its many happy memories. Bur
they are happy in their homes in the
Lnited Stares, They have seifled Ihere
and woven themselves imto  the
commuety,  thelr  children  are
American born, and indeed, neither
Jamily could envisage returning on a
permarent hasiy fo freland,

We tend ro think thai people in the
Unired Srates are mnot involved I
COMMuRily activitles like we are in
Irefand. But this is not so. Noel and
Kathleen — both excellent singers —
are members of 4 vecal group tha
eniériaing regularly — free of charge —
al parlih  conceris and socials and
variouy fund ralsing &fores on Behallof
rheir oeal commenity. Noel, Jim and
their wives are actively involved in the
running of Benefit Dances for various
Misionary Groups (ke the Medical
Missionaries of Mary, Columban
Fathers, 5. M. A, 5. Parrick's Fathers
ard alve indeed for many frish fomilies
i rheir community who may be in need

Genevieve Gaffnry, Chicago.

due fo death or infury of the fomil
bread-winner, There (s a deep foval
between the Irish people in the Chic
ared, and while there are no Couni
Agsociations, a3 in many ather citiel
the Irish population keeps in touch an
meets [frequently at varlous socis
occarions.  The excellemr  ielephon
service [hey enjoy, makes i easy N
refain  frequent  contact  with  thei
associaies.

While on holiday this vear, N
Srequently added his vocal alents o
many Festtval cabaret sessions, a
was willing, ar always, to be
assisiance to the community. Jim o
part im an frrerview on Ballimaro
Radio and gave gn intevesting a
humorowus insight intg many aspects
fife "on the other side”. It was nice
hear him express the love of emigran
Jor the “Leitrim Susrdien'™ magaz
and rheir appreciation of the work of i
COFHMLITEe,

The Leitrim Guardian exie
good wishes 1o the O'Connel
Gaffmeys, MeCartins,  Dulgna,
Kelleghers, O'Reillys, Plinketis,

all Leitrim and Irish people in Mino
and again expresses ity grafifude
Noel Gaffrey for his  gen
sponsorship of the Gaffney Leitri
Gugrdion Award,




S.A.

The tenth Annpal Dinner Danee of the
wim Foorball Club ook place ai the
wer Fiew  Saliroom, Woodside on
sday, February I9th, [978

Paddy McGreevy from Drumkeerin
o selected to receive the Club's J978
ward IR rﬂwﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂﬂ aff iz many

wiririons ro 'm:,rmmu in New
Bk Since his arrival in 955, Paddy, after
cw pedrs fervice with the junlor football
= has served the Leitrim Club ar
erichens (IR38-39) ax GA.A. delegare
o JRET ro 19¥ and Pice- Presideni on
eral occosions, Urder kiv  direction,
criem wwt the [958 New York foorball

Leitriet’s only other championship
ory was in [932. Before emigrasing from
agtive Drumkeerin he played footbail
Searr Melermois, Marorhamilion,
w out ot kalf back against the famous
Boxlion,  Glenfarme,  Dromahgire  and
B aphamechan teams of the early fifties,

Letirimn  foothallers  arriving oy
Wemnedy airport for the fliest time in the
i0s and S0 were wiually greeied by
Pocdv. ANl vouched for Rin remgndous
Swopdtatity, hiz friendikip éxténded to them,
wering that they gor seitled ax quickly as
cothle in thelr new surroundings.

Hhen  Lefirim  had  iripr 1o
adeiphia, New Haven or Hariford,
Sasdy was Wi (st fo volunteer kis services
e cH Jf'ﬂ.-r the members of the ream 1o
e achiedlled garme.

Faddy iy married to the former Maura
W lmerney from Lurgonboyp, Manor-

L}

Faddy MeGreevy
cwr of Drumbeerin, receiving the New
Leitrim Football Club’s 1978 Award.

New York

Kariilron and they have two soms, Brendan
and Malachy.

Among the many friends who came fo
hamour thal eveming were former
Cavann All freland foorballer. Mr, Jokn
Wilron, Minister for Education, on his way
fo Saen Franciico fo open the lrish Ary
exhibition I thal eity. Gearoid O'Clerigh,
Comul General of freland in New York,
Padraiy Colling, Deputy Consal General:
Eugene Hurchinsomn, Corsul; Deifa
Walth af frish Air Lines; Dovothy Hayden

W.E VD, radie station, New York City,
Heslin  famed denral sureeon and
t:runrr in deniisiry ar UC.D., whe war
rering af Boston College; Pepgy Moward
Bany, President of the Lelirim Soctety, and
Jack Fammown, Fresident of New York
A A

JSohm Byrme, Sporis Editor of the “irish
Echa” newspaper, was the recipient of a
Plaque  from  the club o show o
gppreciaiion to kim  for  Ris  mamy
comiribulions to the Leifrirr foorball clek
over fhe years. The F-'-u_vﬂ‘;f the Year
Award for 87T went to Par MeKeon from
Dromakair, and Pat's acceptance speech
war the highlight of the affair.

The preseniations were made by Club
Fresident,  Paddy  Faughnan =~ from
Annaduy.

LY courte we have problems gnd will
COMILRNE T Rave them ax long as the present
immigretion Low exius, Buld an & W
have mert ke Paddy McGreevy in the Cheb
we gy be down bar will mod die,

%l
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Diolan family

>

Haymond Murray, Swravside, New York,
whose parenis are Fal and Pidgie Murray,
fram  Killaneen Aughnastieelin,
Raprmand & a skilled Gaelie foorball and ice
hockey player and v a ver with
the Auburndale Srrikers in the Liland
Juriar Soccer League,

Bergenfield, New Jersey

Back row, L o . — Maureen (T3L Kevin (13), Sheils (7]

Fromt — Deirdre (10, Tom (8 Karkieen (11}

Karhleen and Kevin gqualified ar the Qireachiar in New York for rhe World
Championihips in Dublin, where Kevin won the Aer Lingus U5, and Canada Overseas
Trophy in the Serdor Competition. The parents of the Dolan dancers are Noeland Sheila
(nee Maguire) from Ballinamore and Newitowngore,

The Dolan children are pupils of the Perer Smith School of Irish Dancing.

Noel Delan (s o Life Patron of The Leitrim Guardian.
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