‘ Gabriel Martin’
writes—
Manorhamilton
Meanderings,
and.....

Childhood days in the Manorhamilton
of my time weére marked by events, note—
events, not exciting events, on reflection;
no doubt they were then exciting, frustrat-
ing and awe-inspiring. I think I remember
*The War " having been declared, though I
was only four years of age. Later I de-
veloped a fascination for the * emergency”
and devoured my uncle's daily *Irish
Press,’ though my father, God rest his
kindly soul, could never get himself to
believe that it was * the truth in the news.’
The scarcities and deprivations of the war
were commonplace and  acceptable; its
tensions and fears were communicated, but
hardly understood. No one knew anything
about fruit from foreign lands, alleged to
be sunnier in clime than our own, but a
picture of a *hand ' of *Fyffes " bananas
on the glass door of Maura Healy's shop
assured us that such things did exist. One
great day news broke that there were
oranges in Hugh Dolan's and I can imagine
how Tom Roche dealt with the posse. It
was no great sin and and less of a secret,
that my mother traded the excesses of such
rationed commodities as tea, hu'r:tl:r, and
sugar, allotted to her, by virtue of her
large family, to Kate Feeney, for the then
non-obtainable delicacies of rice, raisins,
semolina and the like. Kate. God rest her
ton, cvcled over all territories and the sight
of her bicvele and packages was a welcome
one o many 4 homestéad.

The day of innocence ended with * First
Holy Communion —we became conscious
of *sin —indeed Frank (* Sha " Ferguson,
ot was it Jack Harte, told a *lia" on the
eve of our initial reception of the great
sacrament, and we al! confessed to Bro.
Xaviour. On one particular Christmas,
Padraic Kenny (now a priest ministering in
New Zealand) * received ' at Midnight Mass
and again in the morning and another
general confession was made, this time to
the late Monsgr. Fitzpatrick. T was s0
eflamoured with Joe O'Brien's starring role
in Bro. Leonard's Boy Scout production of
* Dick Whittingron * that T prayed aloud to
be blessed with membership of the * 6th
Leitrim troupe ' so that I could go on stage.
My prayers were heard — by my mother—
and she acquicsed. My role was (o0 be a
female one in the next Boy Scout presen-
tatiorr-—my memories of it relate, not to
my performance—but to the way in which
. our guest artiste, Eugene Lambert, thrilled
us with his ventriloquism. Later we were
to holiday regularly with the Boy Seouts in

Lisadell, T enjoved my first picture in
-Gonnolly's Hall for fourpence (four old
-pennies}—" The Marx Brothers Go West'
—and the Park Cinema (now the Com-
munity Centre) opened with a flourish to
*Marco Polo' and brought us the finest
selection of films any town could possibly
have viewed. I have yet to enjoy an
“oldie ' on R.T.E. that T haven't already
seen in the Park Cinema long ago.
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" MacDERMOTT’S BEST
FOOTBALL FIFTEEN!

The vigour of our adolescence inevitably
led us on a trail 1o the Bee Park, a playing
field sanctified in my memory. It became
our meeting place and social club. Ewvery
blade of its grass represents a stage in our
physical and social development.

When I went there first, | cannot zav,
bui my most wondrous memories are of
petformances of such football giants as
Seamus McMorrow, Mick Kilkenny and
Jackie Keaney. My earliest memory of a
match there was seeing John Foley career-
ing thorugh the field on sole with only
Seamus McMorrow and Pat McGoldrick
{in goals) to confront him, and tearing up
from behind came P. ]. McGoldrick to
catapult himself up on the great broad
shoulders of the Kinlough man much to
the dislike of referee—Peter Laffey, I think
—who promptly awarded the close-in free
to Kinlough or whosoever John Foley was
then “plaving with. A penalty was called
for but the *close-in ' accepted, and John
sent wide—a rarity which we enjoyed.

Patsy McGowan .(Enda’s brother), Larry
McTiernan, Harry Farmer, Eamonn
dcLoughlin.  Igatius  Mullaney, Frank
Ferguson, Jack Harte, Frank Kelly, Denis
McGuinness, Patsy Waldron, Joe O'Brien
and Tommy McGowan, were all of my
vintage and each evening we sought the
perfection of famed Roscommon-men and
Kerry-men of the day en route, in our
dreams, to Croke Park and the 3am
Maguire. Tommy McGowan, a football
artist, literally born and reared in the Bee
Park, got weary of athletic pursuits in the
full blossom of his youth and retired, pre-
maturely, to Heaven. So also did Ken
Gallen, another member of our club.
Harry Farmer, later to become ordained a
* Kiltegan * Father, found his perfection on
the Mission Fields of Africa before he oo
called it a day, to join 5t Peter's team,
Reverence of Leitrim footballers was scont
because opportunity was never at hand to
see them play and teams consisted of South
Leitrim men only. We never knew a
Leitrim star in the flesh, with the exception
of Mick Kilkenny. However our elders
possessed great admiration for the men of
27, notably Ned Dolan. Tom Gannon, and
the *Nipper™ Shanley. Fervent football
followers boasted of °secing the Nipper
play " and that fact alone silenced all argu-
ment but that such an individual knew his
footbail.

Our idols !

Mick O'Connell, Vinecie Gilbride, Stan
MecKenna, Paddy (and Terence) Rooney,
Pat Mitchell, John Drumm, Sean McPolin,
Dessic Mullaney and Paud McTiernan
were the locals whose feats we sought most
often to emulate. High fielding, long pro-
digious kicks, ‘ golfing * the football over
the crossbar, skreeney road, and landing it
in Armstrong’s field, were feats with which
we were fascinated. Our game was played
during the task of retrieving.

Soon our mental development guided us
to a sense of involvement, or was it the
example given us by the dedicated foothall
officials with which the town was then
blessed 7 Football was Henry Farmers
*ecommunion " and he partook of it daily.
Superintendent Jim Bergin, disciplined and
gentle; Bro. Xaviour, gquiet and serene
Paddy O"Connell, Jimmy Harte, Pat Camp-
bell, Paddy H. Keaney, and Jimmy Patter-
son were able officers indeed. Castle 5t
had a special sense of tradition as the
clubs first  secretary, the late Johno
Mullaney, came from there. When these
meén handed on the torch Castle 5t
families were only too anxious to maintain
the tradition for street and locality. The
O'Connell’s and Wilsons were particularly
to the forefront. The continuity of the
club then found eanctinn n Amorsel —a
Castle 5t. satellite—with my brother, Pat,
as secretary and later my own affiliation ta
the adminstrative side. God bless them all
1 hope God has a very special * mansion '
for their mectings as Sergt. King, the great
and genial George Ormsby—one of the
finest of Mayo's stars of the "30's—and a
gentleman to boot, Henry MeDonagh,
Paddy Wilson, and Seamus O'Connor
(Strawbrick) joined his organisation some
years ago, and one can imagine develop-
ments as they sit down to pick their team.

Picking teams .

Picking a team always offered me a
challenge — employing a man's particular
talents to a given task. The MaecDermott
teams of my time were often the end pro-
duer of a week long study and debate. This
was especially true during my time in
Mischell’s where such * Gaels' as Paddy
O'Connell, Joe McKiernan, Jackie
0'Connell, Laurie Fechily, Stephen Keaney,
the diminutive Terry McGowan, and the
iovial Peter McKenna operated. The boss
himself, Francis Mitchell’s father—]oseph
—now goneé oo to the same * mansion,'
won & Senior Championship medal with his
native Mohill in the tough and glorious
days of old, and his nephew, Father
Frankie Mitchell, hardly needs an intro-
duction to Leitrim gacldom !

Waving the magic wand over all the
players I have known and rendering them
all, at the same time, of the same vintage,
what kind of team could Manorhamilton
produce 7 Ridiculous, of course, But given
the * Carroll's AllStars * mandate (the Lord
deliver us) and basing the selection on the
best man for each position regularity of a
type emerges. Like all towns, with its
influx of personnel, and its coalitions with
other areas, Manorhamilton must of course
he defined, and the delinition must be of a
physical area as well as of attachment.
From a football sense Manorhamilton must
mean the town itself, with its natural
‘foorball * hinterland to include Glencar,
Lurganboy, Mullies, Brackery, Ballybay.
Meenevmore, Larkbeld and Killargue,
Manorhamilton people must mean those
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Members of the Sean MacDermott Drama Group photographed above whose ‘Juno and the Paycock’ won them enormous praise in

their own home town and at Ballyshannon and Tubbercurry Drama Feslivals earlier ths year. One of their leading members, Joe
McKiernan, (second from left, back row) annexed a gold medal at both festivals for his portrayal of “Joxer Daly’ in thiz presentalion.
Manorhamilton has a great fradition in the amaleur drama field. As far back as 1912, the ‘Manorhamilion Dramatic Club’ excelled in
such ‘classics’ as ‘Knocknagow’; ‘The Croppy Boy', and 'The Shagraun’. In the '40's a great upsurge in drama came with the advent
of Manorhamilton’s own 'Brefini Players’ starring such unforgetlable figures as Frankie McGuinness, Stephen Murphy, Frank Croal,
Jack McKenna, Bridie Knaggs, and Teresa Gilbride, 1o name bul a few. How memorable was their ‘Juno and the Paycock' and ‘Pro-
fessor Tim'. The present Sean MacDermoit group came into being ‘to raise funds tor the football elub’ in 1954 on the proposition ol
Joe McKiernan, and their initial presentation was the ‘The Rale McCoy’ produced by Tomas O Duibhir, with a cast which read as fol
lows : Mary Dolan, Jim Meehan, Joe McKiernan, Eithne Mulvey, Mary Hazletie, Sean Flynn and Larry McMorrow. Other productions
lo follow included such as ‘The Able Dealer’, ‘Paid in his own Coin’, and in later years ‘The Boy from over the Hill’ “The Bugle and
the Blood', 'The Money Doesn't Matler’, * The Righteous are Bold', etc., elc.

native born, and those resident, with other
exceptions, because of afhliation or com-
mitment. -

Paddy Kellv plaved in goals during * the
E.5.B. davs.” Some of the 'E.5.B.) men
were positively brilliant, especially Hugo
Flynn, Terrvy Byrne, Paddy Best, Paddy
MeoGinn, Mickey Larkin, Bill Fleming, and
need I mention him, big . 'P. Newton.
Best played for Sligo and Connaught, and
Byrne and Flynn were classic exponents of
the game. Leo Gilligan, a product of St
Pat's, kept a wery fine goal, as did- Pat
McGoldrick., Laurie Fechily and Michael
McTiernan. MePolin, Kelly and Gilgunn
were versatile plavers in outfield defensive
positions as well. Two inter-county men
were Feehily and McTiernan, and believing
the latter’s achievements to have been at
times of wvery guestionable standards in
Lemtrim football, 1T think Fechily, minor
goalkeeper of 1956, deserves the spot.

The full back lines of teams of various
epochs revealed many fine p]ayersip_alt none
more competent in the centre W would
appeat than the skilful Seamus McMorrow
who starred with 5t. Pat's College sides
and held the centre position for Manor-
hamilton for manv wvears. Others in that
position . were, no doubt, unpoessive oo,
such as Jackie Gallagher [Melvin Gaels),
Mick McGauran, a ezk and Fermanagh
player whose care ‘as in its twilight
when he “donned MacDermott’s jersey,
though he swas still some rock; Hugo
Flvonn, referred to; the late Harry Dolan,

‘Gabried Martin'.
Leitrim Guardian photo by John Keaney.

Oliver Hazlette, Frank  Kelly, Paddy
Hughes, Seamus McPolin, and Mick Kil-
kenny. Oliver Hazlette wag *full” on a
great minor side defeated in the county
final of 1957 by Aughavas. On that
accasion luck certainly wasn't with them—
they were a voung side, fourteen under age
for the following year; Hazlette was
knocked owut early in the second half,
having a trojan game, and Jimmy
O'Donnell was unexpectedly held by an
‘unknown ' named McHugh.

In the right full back position JTohn
McGoldrick, Patsy McBride, Pat Mitchell,
Bro. Micholas, Berny Gilgunn, Gerry Wil-
son, Phil Keaney, Jim O'Carroll and
Seamus Fox fipured with prominence. I
remember the latier swinging around the
goalpost to find his footing on a very wet
day, for the kick-oufs, in some attractive
challenge involving College of Pharmacy.
McGoldrick’s service, tenacity, and deter-
minztion was hard to beal; and the capable
Pat Mitchell—'an itinerant footballer'—as
he would describe himself, saw more
service with  his  own: 'Knocknagow'—
Mullies—and with Glencar., Patsy McBride,
again on the grounds of Achievement, must
pet the wvote here. He captained ‘Mac
Dermott’s to victory in the Tunior Final of
1958 and held the right full back position
on a good Leitrim Senior side, that of the
same vear, when they played Derry in the
League semi-final in Croke Park.

Stan MeKenna, another St. Pat’s star, who
plaved in their college side in that memor-

able final against St. Mel’s in 1948 sfands
out for the left full back position, though
Mickey Larkin and the late Harry Dolan
have tremendous claims here. Auslin
McDonnell and P. A. Maguire also figured
in the left flank of defence.

‘Daddy of them all

In any position on the field, Mick Kil-
kenny, would command supreme respect
and admiration—Manorhamilion’s greatest
ever footballer in my mind—but he must be
given the centre back position which was
regarded as his best. Mick played regularly
on Leitrim senior sides as well as for Sligo
and Westmeath before captaining the Lan-
cashire side of 1949 against Kerry in the
Junior final of that wvear. Kerry were the
victors. He was also on the great Western
{Army) Command team of 1947 sharing the
ll-back line with such as Joe Keohane
and Bill Jackson. Mick won a Donegal
Junior club  championship with Fort
Lenient in 1942 and a Westmeath senior
trophy with Moate in 1945, but he never
collected a Leitrim county medal which he
desired =0 much. Syivester McSharry,
Seamus McPolin and Tommie McPartlin
{Dromahair) excelled in this position in
post-Kilkenny days. McPartlin was as tough
as teak and no clash was more vigorous or
demanding than that between himself and

{Conlinued on page 93)
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McDERMOTT'S BEST!
{(from page 27)

Roger Eames (who played for Leitrim-New
York sides) in the championship clash
belween Mac Dermott’s and Ballaghamec-
han in the 1952 finzl. The previous Sunday
Ballaghamechan had captured the Leagne
from Manorhamilton and the second
encounler was a necdle affair in which the
‘Bames-McPartlin' duel stood out.

Mick O'Connell was greatness personified
in the right half back position. By his con-
civtantly cood displays he makes his own
of this berth, though such as John Rooney,
Paddy McGreevey, and Peler MeDermott
also make sound claims.

Mac Dermatt’s best left half was un-
questionably  Pascal  MecTiernan  who
caplained the Leilrim-New York side in the
final of 1957, Scan Kelly and Don
O'Connor also shane in this position.

One wswally associates tall, strong men,
with midfield placings and Manorhamilton
produced some with oulstanding physique
such at the powerful Bick Mullins of
Dromahair and Jackie Keaney referred to
earlier. Mullins is not eligible for the post,
bt Keaney's displays remain fowering in
my memary. There is little doubt that
Manorhamilton ever fielded belier than
himself and that gentleman of foatball, Fr.
Harry O Carrell, now in far off Japan, and
who, with Fnda McGowan, is the only
Worth Leitrim man to possess a Railway
Cop medal. What a midficld combination
they would make 7 Bennie McDaonald, Sean
Flynn, Mick Scanlon, John MeMenamin,
Kevin Forde, the very versalile Fr. Seamus
MeGowan of Melvin Gaels fame and now
in Texas. and Fr. Colm Connolly now
attached to Quex Road, all gave wvalued
service to Manorhamilton at mid-field.

Fr. Seamus would have to pet a place on
any Kinlough all-time side, while Fr. Colm
had a moast unlucky football career. Of dhe
same vintage as Jimmy O'Donnell, he at
one time appeared destined to ouishine
him. While still only fifteen years he had
contested two minor county finmals, those
of 1935 and 1957 and the Tunior final of
the latter year as well, and afterwards
starred for Beleamp Callege. Cartilage
trouble put him out of the game all too
200,

Michael McGowan's sons, Patsy and
Michael, were two of the carly collepe’s
forward stars  around fown and  their
movemnent: were a  ireat. Mevertheless T
have. yet fo see a batter minor player in
counly or club competition than Jimmy
O'Donnell, and his best posilion was at
centre Half forward, Undoubtably he was
the hest to figure in that position for
Manorhamilion. Tommy Loughlin (Drom-
ahair), Mick O'Dell, Paddy Brennan,
Martin  McKeon, DMartin TLoftus, Tony
Reilly, Seamus Rooney, and Bill Fleming
could form the backbone of a team in
thermselves and a good team indeed, each
a siar in his owna right, but in this position
O'Donnell was supreme.

Left of O'Donnell would po Jackic
0'Connell. Jackie was small, strong, and
hrainy. He could be a malch-winner on his
own, In the 1952 MNWorth final against
Ballaghameehan he swopped wings with
Bro. Sebastian and scored Mac Dermoti's
total tally of two goals and five points. Yet

il

Four of MacDermot's best, photographed in New York by Francis Keaveney, lelt lo right:

Jim Mclnerney, Gerry Wilson, Paddy McGreevey, and Joe Mclnerney. All four gave long

and dedicated service on the field and in the board-room. In this piclure Francis Keavenay

has caughi them looking as youthiul and happy as when logging oul for Manorhamilion in
. iha 50's.

he was consistantly goad in his own Jeft
half forward berth. After leaving Manaor-
hamilton he won a Junior medal with
Boyle in the Rascommon champienships
and also held his place on the great Tuam
Siar side of the Stockwell, Purcell era, Joe
McKicrnan is very much in the running
here, of course. O'Conncll would never
match his vicious deteemination and dogged
spirit, but his effectiveness was as good and
his siyle better. Joe is the prowd possessor
of a Roscommon senior medal won with
8. Coman's, Joe McInermey, so very pro-
minent with Leitrim teams in Now York
and such a promoter of 1the ‘Leitrim Goar-
dian' midst those skyscrapers, bad excellent
displays on zood Manorhamillon sides trom
this position as alsa had the well-known
Adden MeGowan, N.T.. from Kinlough:
Phil Githeaney, Packie Fechily, Barry
Lambe, and Michael Gillespic.

The righe half forward position was long
in the possession of Bro. Sebastian. though
earlier Michael Dolan, Mick- Bennett, and
Liam Lewis shone here. Howewver, this
place rests with the younger trio of Eugene
Gilroy, Seamus Rooney and Kevin Rooney,
all three with inter-county experience.
Because of he having the experience in
the higher grade and his impeecable mark-
manship, Kevin Booney goes through.

Vincent Gilbride, from the wvery noted
foothalling family, had a power in his
limbs, especially that left leg of his, that
none could egual. I wouldn't. like to be
the football in any game in which he
plaved. If memory serves me correctly he

signed on for Sligo Rowvers for a season.
Unfortunately  he  had  constant knee
trouble, no doubt from the venom he put
inte his play. Al bis best, and in * ban-
less " GuAAL davs, he would have no
superior as a full-forward within Leitrim
county. That said, srrangely endugh, an-
aother Manorbamilion man was little be-
hind him—John Francis Gilgunn—and
many might well give him preference to
Gilbride. John Francis has also joined our
celestial team and likewise belonged to a
great footballing  family  from  Ballyboy.,
Brendan Rooney and P. ]. Morley were
alsa o the fore on the edee «f the sguare
during my time.

Tim Mclnerney was one of the strongest
and most versatile pecformers in MacDer-
matt's colours from any  position, but
especially . in attack. A member of the
1957 Leifrim-Mew York side he was devas-

tating from the right full forward paosition.

Ta complate the forward line Paud
McTiernan goes left full, almost withous
gppposition. A member of the Leitrim
minor side of 1945, he had pawer akin to
that of , Gilbride, and like thany Manor-
hamilton men of his time played soccer
which because of the ban, mitigated
against their service and consequently
their success, on Gaelic ficlds. Michael
Kenny, a Multyfarnham and Westmeath
player, had a few games here for his native
town and Jimmy Meehan from Derrylin or
Lisnaskea in Co. Fermanazh, played a
season there in 1957 when Mohill pipped
us in the [unior fnal of that year.

My best Manorhamilton side would read thus :—
LAURIE FEEHILY;

PATSY McBRIDE,
MICK O"COMNMELL,

FR. HARRY O'CARROLL.
IIMMY O'DONNELL,
VINCENT GILERIDE,

KEVIN ROONEY,
M McINERNEY,

SEAMUS McMORROW,
MICK KILKENNY,

STAN McKEMNMNA;
PASCAL McTIERMNAMN:
TACKIE KEANEY;

JACKIE O'COMNNELL:
PAUD McTIERNAN.

A Grand sojourn through memory lane, and one not meant to offend anyone, rather one
to enable us to relive the happiness that was to be found in those joyful days of yore when

the Bee Park was our temple of enjoyment.
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