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Creigharee Holy Well
Betty Foley

C R E I G H A R E E  H O LY  W E L L is
located in the townland of
Drumharkin. It is situated in a 
circular wooded area and is part
of Sean Doherty's farm. The name
was derived from a prince of the
Con Maicne and Cloone's first
presbyter, who indirectly was to
convert his pagan tribe to the light
of faith. Cluain Con Maicne, was,
as the name implies, the head-
quarters of the hardy, warlike 
Con Maicne of Magh Rein.

According to tradition the tribe
formed a dynasty in the district
that lasted well into the sixth 
century. They had dislodged the
existing inhabitants by their fierce
warlike character. They were so
barbaric that St Patrick failed in
his efforts to convert them to
Christianity with the exception of
Prince Creigharee.

By all accounts St Patrick
passed through Cloone while on
his journey from Tara. Tobar
Padraig marks his journey more
accurately because on the trip to
Magh Sleacht, or Cruachan he was
required to pass through Cloone.

After his conversion Creigharee
lived a very rigid austere life in
the townland of Drumharkin.

There in his cell he lived a
life of penance and prayer.
St Creigharee, no less than
St Patrick made little head-
way in converting the war-
like Con Maicne. Before his
death, however, the conver-
sion of the Con Maicne
dawned as he had foretold.

A nephew born in Gort-
nalaugher named Berech, or
Barry was to be his new follower.
As an infant, he was brought
from his mother by his attendants
and consequently deprived of any
maternal nurturing. St Creigharee
reared the boy on goat’s milk and
introduced him to a life of soli-
tude, penance and prayer. In due
course this young man became the
famous St Berech, or St Barry
albeit after years of learning
imparted by his monastic Uncle.
St Barry became a disciple of St
Kevin of Glendalough and estab-
lished a monastic settlement at
Kilbarry in Co Roscommon.

St Barry converted many of the
Con Maicne, and once they
became Christianized they clung
tenaciously to the faith. In the
seventh century the Con Maicne
founded a new dynasty in 
Western Galway called Con Maicne
of the sea, or Con Maicne Mara.
Some of their Holy Wells are still
venerated there. According to 
tradition they possessed curative

powers, especially for lameness.
The principal Creigharee holy well
in Leitrim is located in Drumharkin,
Cloone. Presently many people
come to pray and hope for cures
of certain ailments.

Drumharkin Townland
Drumharkin townland is 
composed of four land areas 
e.g. Annaughbrennan, the
Grange, Streamstown and the
Dales. Cloone Football pitch, and
St Creigharaee's Holy well are
located in the townland.

Drumharkin

The pictures on left are 
Top: Cloone NS 1950’s 
Bottom: Present day residents
of Drumharkin townland.

The Reynolds family, Drumharkin 
Claire, Maisie, Patricia, Nellie, Margaret, James,
Paddy, Jim & Frank.

The Reynolds family, Drumharkin 
Back: Patricia, Jim, Frank, Paddy & Nellie, 
Front: Maisie & Claire
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