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Rev Michael McLoughlin, Drumkeerin (1878-1920)

Proinnsios O Duigneain

‘D'oibrigh sé go dian ar son
teangan na nGaedheal agus
saoirse na h-Eireann’ (‘He
worked assiduously for the lan-
guage of the Gael and the free-
dom of Ireland’) is the tribute
inscribed on the gravestone of
Fr Michael McLoughlin at St
Brigid's Church, Drumkeerin.
And indeed these twin aims
together with a dedication to
his clerical calling, dominated
his life in the various parishes
in which he served in the dio-
cese of Kilmore. Moreover the
fact that he died in circum-
stances which are still
shrouded in mystery brings
into sharp focus the turmoil
and uncertainty of his life and
times.

Michael McLoughlin was born in the
townland of Litter near Drumkeerin in
1878, the son of Thomas and Mary
McLoughlin (nee O'Rourke). Thomas
and Mary were both national teachers
in the parish of Innishmagrath. Accord-
ing to family tradition his mother usu-

ally travelled to her school in Tarmon by

pony and trap. One of their children,
Roseanne, made her final profession as
a sister of the St Louis order in 1908,
three years after Michael was ordained
in Maynooth. It is remarkable that sev-
eral members of two other families in
the Litter area, McGrails and McNiffs
also entered the religious life.
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B Grave of Rev Michael McLoughlin

After his ordination in 1905 Michael
was appointed to Glangevlin where he
spent three years before being moved
to Ballinaglera which had once been
part of his own parish, Inishmagrath. At
this time both of these parishes had
significant numbers of Irish speakers
and indeed Michael as a young man
growing up would have been
acquainted with many people who still
said their prayers in Irish. According to
Stiofan O Céilleachair (Stephen Kelliher)
who did a phonetic study in the early
1940s of the Irish spoken in the Lough
Allen area, it was customary in the
early years of the twentieth century to
recite the rosary in Irish before the

commencement of Sunday
mass in Drumkeerin church.

In 1909, Dr Boylan, bishop of
Kilmore gave his permission
to reopen the old classical

or intermediate school

in Manorhamilton and

Fr McLoughlin was appointed
headmaster. This school,
which had been closed for a
number of years, had provided
an opportunity for boys whose
parents could not afford a

: boarding school education.

! Among its past pupils was

! Charles Dolan (‘Charley Og,
Sinn Fein’) who unsuccessfully
contested the famous 1908
by-election on behalf of the
newly formed Sinn Féin party.
During his time in Manorhamilton Fr
McLoughlin was the main mover with
James McGrath MA, NT in establishing
Feis Breifne Uf Ruairc in 1912. In the
same year he was appointed curate to
Killasnett and two years later to Glen-
farne. His final appointment was to Bel-
turbet in 1915.

Fr McLoughlin supported the Sinn Féin
party and the revolutionary movement
in the aftermath of the Easter Rising.
He was one of twenty priests who
attended a special mass for Sean Mac
Diarmada in Kiltyclogher in November
1916. The following letter which he
wrote to the secretary of the organising
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committee of a Sinn Féin demonstration
in Baileborough, (at which Eamon de
Valera was one of the speakers), clearly
indicates where his support lay in
regard to national politics:

| thank your committee for the invita-
tion to your Sinn Fein demonstration
and | regret very much that it will not
be in my power to attend. | wish your
meeting every success and | hope that
Bailieboro and East Cavan will give
Commandant de Valera and the other
leaders the welcome they deserve.

It is perhaps revealing that he entrusted
his private papers to his brother
Thomas for safekeeping. Thomas, who
was a national teacher, kept them con-
cealed in his school in Gortnasilla.

Contemporary accounts note the kind-
ness and generosity of Fr McLoughlin in
his dealings with his parishioners, par-
ticularly those who were very badly off.
One of his friends said of him that 'he
worried about everyone'. An incident
which had a profound effect on him
was his discovery of a dead infant with
an accompanying note and sum of
money, inside the altar rails of Belturbet
church in January 1918. The local doctor
said at the inquest that the child, a boy,
had been well nourished and in his
judgement was still alive when left in
the church. Fr McLoughlin read the
mother's note to the jury:

[ leave 7/- for me and the child for God
to take pity on me. Give it to the nuns
to be reared and | will always send
money to them. My man is at the war.
Father John christened the child a
Catholic. | am a poor woman with never
a place to keep it. Put it in the convent

to be reared. Call it John Joseph.

Fr McLoughlin's work for the Irish lan-
guage continued unabated throughout
his time in Belturbet. He was ably
assisted by his good friend Dr Stuart
and by the Gaelic League regional
organiser, Seamus Gleeson. The devel-
opment of hurling and camogie were
also particular interests of Fr McLough-
lin and for a time he was chairman of
the local club. Then in 1919 one of his
great ambitions was realised when he
successfully established the first all
county Feis in Cavan. He was actively
preparing for the next Feis when he
died in Dublin on 18 May 1920.

Contrary to the general rule of the time,
Fr McLoughlin's remains were not
brought back for burial to Belturbet the
parish in which he was ministering at
the time of his death but rather to his
native parish. On its journey from
Dublin the cortege was stopped near
Longford by the British military who
suspected that the coffin contained
arms. However the hearse was allowed
through without a search being con-
ducted. Sometime before it arrived in
Drumkeerin word was sent to all the
shopkeepers to close their premises
and shutter their windows as a mark of
respect.

Huge numbers attended the funeral
mass which was said by the local parish
priest, Fr Pat McMorrow assisted by
thirty five priests. Members of the local
Sinn Fein club and IRA unit were promi-
nent in marshalling the crowd which
included eight car loads from Belturbet.
Representatives of several organisa-
tions in Cavan attended the funeral.
These included Belturbet Urban Coun-

cil, St Vincent de Paul Society (who
acted as pall bearers), Children of Mar
Gaelic League, Cumann na mBan,
Catholic Club, Sinn Féin, Volunteers,
Belturbet GAA Club and Co Cavan GA,

Even at this remove the circumstances
of Fr McLoughlin's death are still
unclear. Initially it was reported that h
had been taken ill and rushed to a pri-
vate nursing home in Dublin. He was
known to suffer severely from ulcers.
However it is generally accepted by
people in the Drumkeerin area that he
was shot and died later from his
wounds. But why and by whom
remains a mystery. One theory is that
he riled trigger-happy members of the
British military by speaking to them in
Irish and refusing to revert to English.
Another version says that he was in th
company of his brother-in-law Myles
Fallon, an RIC sergeant and that he
may have been shot in mistake by the
IRA. In any event further research ma
eventually establish the truth.

Whatever were the circumstances of t
death, Fr McLouglin was deeply
mourned both at local and national
level and his friends and supporters
were anxious to honour his memory.
There was discussion over what form
this would take but eventually it was
decided to open an Irish college in
recognition of his life-long promotion «
the language. Glangevlin was chosen ¢
the location and Ard Scoil Breifne cam
into being in July 1921. Unfortunately,
the Treaty and the ensuing Civil War,
which split the college committee and
teaching staff into opposing camps,
brought about the early demise of wh:
promised to be one of the great enter-
prises of the language revival.



