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Lessons from the schoolhouse

Brian Wright

NOT A WEEK goes by
without someone stopping by,
asking to see our Old School-
house in Coracloon. This is
where Sean MacDiarmada, the
second signatory of the procla-
mation of Irish Independence,
learned how to read and write.
And it’s here where my wife
Jane and I have moved from
NYC to make a new home.

The Old Schoolhouse was
built from solid stone blocks
lain on top of each other in
1891. We put in a new roof of
salvaged Bangor Blue Slate
that was reclaimed to match
the original appearance and
purpose. Many of our visitors
once studied here and share
their vivid memories of waiting
for the stove to heat the space.
That’'s an experience both my
wife and I can relate to as
another rainy autumn
approaches now in 2017,

Jane and I do the best we
can to keep the schoolhouse a
warm and welcoming place.
Back in the day, National
schools were built every couple
of miles so the kids wouldn’t
have to walk too far to get
their education. There’s one
over in Glenfarne and another

over in Kiltyclogher. We're
about halfway in between, just
down the hill from Carronmore
where the small cottage where
Sean grew up, sits neatly over-
looking the valley.

As much as the MacDiarmada’s
valued education—Sean was
well on his way to becoming a
teacher—the people in Kilty-
clogher still feel the same way.
This small rural community,
when faced with the possible
closure of their school, dug deep
into their Irish history and
resiliency. They came up with
very a modern solution. They
needed teachers and to get the
teachers they needed families.
“Families wanted. ” But it’s not
that simple. But how do you
get families to move from urban
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centres like Dublin, Cork and

Galway into a hollowed out
county in rural Ireland?

Kiltyclogher came up with
an innovative social media
campaign that started on Face-
book but soon got picked up
Nationally because it touched a
chord in the Irish nation. And
it worked. The other day Jane
and I attended a radio broad-
cast from the Kiltyclogher
Heritage Centre that celebrated
the arrival of new families and
their children. I stopped by the
school that morning and I am
happy to report that all the
teachers, the principal and
the students seemed to be
doing fine.

Now that Jane and I have
chosen live here, we try to




KILTYCLOGHER

keep our schoolhouse a place
where casual visitors and
students of Irish History are
always welcome for a cup of
tea, a biscuit and a bit of
conversation. Many of our
visitors are amazed that we
have made a choice to move
from the bright lights of
Manhattan to rural Ireland
where our nearest neighbor is
a cow or maybe a sheep.
“Don’t you miss New York.,”
they might ask? “Or sure,”
they say, “You must be want-
ing to go back now and then.”
The answer is yes and no. It
would be difficult to find a
tighter more welcoming
community than the folks
from Kilty. But they showed
the world how in rural Ireland

you don’t have to be confined
in any way. Families from as
far away as Canada, South
Affrica and Poland responded
to their campaign on Facebook.
Kiltyclogher used the power of
the global Internet in order to
save their school and their
children’s education. In the
same way, Jane and I use the
Internet every day in order to
overturn beliefs about the con-
fines of rural life.

Even though we live on the
ground in rural Ireland, there
is another global system that
we inhabit at the same time.
The technological geography of
the Internet exists above the
beautiful landscape that
surrounds us. This high tech
system unites nations, individ-
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uals and families wherever
they may live. In this timeless
space, Jane and I talk to our
children in New York via
Skype. We also conduct
business and transfer artwork,
proposals and data everywhere
in the world. It’s all under our
control and up to us.

We pull in the objects and
information we desire. The
latest books, movies and
newspapers, thanks to Amazon
and Netflix, are there for us.
The New York Times is at our
fingertips every morning and
we can add the Irish Times or
London Review of Books as
needed. When Jane or I have a
question about something we
have just seen or heard, rather
than waiting to find out, we
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Google it or look it up on
Wikipedia. It is safe to say,
that living in the country ain’t
what it used to be. Not with
the GAA, Wimbledon and Six
nations Rugby going on all at
once in virtual space, right here
in little Old Coracloon just a
stone’s throw from Kiltyclogher.
All this is pretty cool, but
also it transforms they way we
used to think about the rural
lifestyle. You are no longer cut
off from the world because of
where you live. The entire
world is right there with you, if
you are willing to embrace it is
where you live. That’s what

the folks from Kilty discovered
when they went global with
their “Kilty Live” campaign.
Someday, very soon, people
will realize that and spill out of
their crowded expensive cities
and welcome the global lifestyle
that is afforded through tech-
nology. The mantra of “you
can choose where you live”
will inform their everyday
lives. And the myth of the
Jimited rural subsistence
lifestyle will be a thing of the
past. I expect that villages like
Kilty, who bother to build a
sense of community and
choose it as a lifestyle, over
alienation, will thrive. These
people will once again live in
close harmony with a landscape
that feeds them with beauty

and inspiration every day.

The kids that once attended
school in Coracloon come to us
with their tales of cold momm-
ings and shoeless days, are all
grown up. The talented men
who cut the stone by hand and
then stacked the blocks to make
this wonderful building are long
gone. They couldn’t have fore-
seen the future or the aston-
ishingly diverse and conflicted
world we live in. But they did
their best to prepare their children
for it. And their children’s
children are still reaping the
benefits of all their hard work
even today. You can be sure of it.
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