DIOCCESE OF KILMORE

NEW HISTORY OF

KILMORE

A new book titled The Diocese of
Kilmore ¢. 7700-1800, written by
Fr Liam Kelly, has been published
by Columba Press and was
launched in the Pastoral Centre,
Cavan on 26th October of this
year. The author, who is a native
of County Leitrim, has been
working on this book_for the past

Jour years and the result of his
work is a detailed study of the
diocese of Kilmore over a seven
hundred year period.

THE DIOCESE of Kilmore is a
long diocese, stretching from
Kilmainhamwood in County
Meath to Tullaghan on Leitrim’s
Atlantic coastline. It takes in
virtually all of north Leitrim and
three parishes in south Leitrim
and this new study gives insights
into the history of all of these
parishes and also the neighbour-
ing parishes in the county which
are in the diocese of Ardagh and
Clonmacnois.

Most of the dioceses in Ireland
were set up in the twelfth century
and the diocese of Kilmore was
no exception. What is clear from
this book is the important role
that the O Rourkes played both in
setting up the diocese and acting
as church patrons throughout
much of its history. Tighearnan
Mér O Ruairc was lord of Bréifne,
a kingdom then stretching from
Kells in Meath to the Atlantic
coastline of north Leitrim, in the
middle 1100s when the diocese
corresponding to his kingdom
was established. In fact in many
early documents the diocese is
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called Bréifne and it was not until
the middle of the 1400s that the
diocese became known as
Kilmore.

The O Rourkes were great patrons
of the church, giving generously
to religious houses at Creevelea,
Rossinver and Fenagh. Among
the colour photographs in this
book are pictures of the O Rourke
chalice given to the Creevelea
Franciscans in 1619 and the
beautiful St Caillin’s shrine which
they donated to Fenagh in 1636.
Other County Leitrim photographs
in the book include the high cross
at Tullaghan, Rosclogher church
and tower house, the east wall of
Rossinver church, Mass rocks at
Tawly and Ballinaglera and the
holy well at Killargue.

The Franciscans contributed
greatly to life in County Leitrim
from the establishment of
Creevelea friary in 1508 into the
early decades of the 1800s. This
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book gives a detailed description
of the persecution they suffered
and highlights the martyrdom of
two north Leitrim Franciscans,
Conn O Rourke who was hanged
at Kilmallock in County Limerick
in July 1579 and Charles Meehan
who was hanged, drawn and
quartered at Ruthin in Wales one
hundred years later, in August
1679. Both of these Leitrim
Franciscans were beatified by
Pope John Paul II and are now
listed in the official calendar of
saints.

This hard-back book, which is
beautifully produced by Columba
Press, is over five hundred and
fifty pages long and has informa-
tion on every part of the diocese
of Kilmore. It costs €35 and is on
sale in bookshops and in every
parish in the diocese. To order a
copy contact your local parish
priest or contact Columba Press
directly at 01 6874096 or email
them at sales@columba.ie




