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HAVE ANY UNWANTED stuff
filling up space in your house or garage
but don't want to just dump it? Been
thinking of recycling it but put off by the
cost? The answer may be at hand.
Freecycle is an internet-based way to find
someone who wants your junk and will
only be too happy to take it off your
hands for you. Or maybe someone else
has something that they consider junk
but you want. You never know, they
might offer it on Leitrim Freecycle.

Leitrim Freecycle was started in 2007
by Mark Magennis who lives in Glencar.
During a house renovation and general
clean out, Mark was struck by how much
perfectly usable but now unwanted
stuff— cookers, doors, dozens of light
switches, etc—was simply being thrown
out. Sure, some of it found homes. Some-
one took the old windows and installed
them in another house, which was good
to see. And various doors and other bits
could be sold. Some small items even
went to the charity shop. But there were
a lot of perfectly usable items left over
with nobody around who seemed to
want them and no easy way to get rid of
them. Landfill is not the right option if
you care about the environment. Recy-
cling is much better but not always
possible and it has to be paid for. It's
such a shame when you know there must
be someone out there who could do with
your 30 metres of unwanted plastic
piping but you have no way of finding
them, or of them finding you. It was then
that Mark came across the Freecycle
network. Freecycle is an international
network of voluntary groups that aims to
reduce the amount of usable stuff that
gets dumped in landfills by linking

owners of unwanted items with people
who want them, through the internet.

Freecycle is a typical internet success
story. It was started 8 years ago with one
man sending emails to his friends in
Arizona and there are now over 8 million
members in 70 countries, including
29 local groups throughout Ireland. The
Co Leitrim group currently has 345
members and is growing steadily with
about 3 or 4 new members each week.

All sorts of things get offered and
requested through Leitrim Freecycle.
Most are typical household items like
children's clothes, baby bouncers, fridges,
computers and bicycles. There's also a
good smattering of unwanted materials
like building sand or corrugated iron.
Some of the requests can be a bit more
‘out there' though. Scrabble tiles for
example. Or an original copy of the
National Development Plan. But it's pretty
likely that there's someone somewhere
sitting on a load of Scrabble tiles they
don't want. And probably a copy of the
National Development Plan too! That's
why Freecycle works. It enables you to
find those people.

Perhaps the most unusual item that's
been requested on Leitrim Freecycle was
a house name plate, with the proviso “it
doesn't matter what name is on it". Now
who would ask for a house name plate
without caring what their house was
going to be called? It turned out to be a
rented cottage and the name plate was a
smart way of giving it a unique address

that the postman would know. Not so
strange then.

There aren't many rules about what
can be offered or requested on Freecycle.
Just that everything has to be free, legal
and appropriate for all ages (although the
baby bouncer seems to contravene that
one). Also, there is no selling allowed.
Only gifting. A 'no animals’ rule has been
adopted because some members feel
uncomfortable with that.

Anyone can join Leitrim Freecycle and
it's easy. You just need internet access
and an email account. It's on the web at:
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/
LeitrimFreecycle/ Just go there and follow
the instructions for joining.

Once you've joined, you can post your
own offered items by email. You'll also
receive emails informing you of what is
being offered or requested by other
group members. You don't have to
respond to anything but if an “offered”
item interests you, then you make direct
email contact with the giver and, if
chosen, make collection arrangements.

The Freecycle motto is “changing the
world one gift at a time”. That sounds like
a very grandiose claim, but if you took all
of the items that have changed hands so
far on Freecycle worldwide, put them into
dumper trucks and stacked the trucks one
on top of another, they'd reach the height
of Mt Everest. The same calculation
hasn't yet been done for Leitrim Freecycle,
but who knows, maybe one day it will
reach the height of Benbo.




