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REMEMBERING CHARLIE FLYNN

Padraig McGarty

IN THE HISTORY ofthe GAA,
not too many Leitrim footballers
can claim to have played senior
county football for more than
one county. In the modern era,

the name of Declan Darcy, current

Dublin selector, and captain of
the 1994 Connaught Championship
winning side immediately comes
to mind. Following his historic
journey with the great Leitrim
team of the 1990’s, Declan played
for Dublin from 1998 to 2002.

Less well known for his foot-
ball exploits with both Leitrim
and Dublin was Charlie Flynn
from Gorvagh. Charlie, one of a
family of eight children born to
James and Mary Flynn, came
from a small farm on the banks
of Doonera Lake at Selton.

Five of the eight Flynn children
trained to become teachers,
including Charlie who trained at
St Patrick’s Teacher Training
College in Dublin from 1908 to
1910. On arriving in Dublin, the
nineteen year old Leitrim man
joined Erin’s Hope GAA Club, a
club composed of many of his
fellow students.

After graduation, his first
teaching post was at St Peter’s
National School in Phibsboro,
beside the famous Dalymount
Park soccer ground. While
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teaching at St Peter’s, Charlie
joined Keating’s GAA Club
winning Dublin League and
Championship titles with the
club in 1911. It was while playing
for Keating’s that he also played
for the Dublin senior footballers
from 1911 to 1913.

In early 1914 Charlie Flynn
returned to Leitrim where he
took up a teaching post at Adoon
National School. Playing for
Fenagh at club level, it was only
a short time later that Charlie
was picked for his native county.
In that same year of 1914, Leitrim
lost the Connaught Final to
Roscommon on a scoreline of
1-2 to 0-1. As provincial run-
ners-up, the county qualified for
the Croke Cup, the second most
prestigious competition in the
GAA calender at that time.

Unfortunately, Leitrim went
down on a scoreline of 2-3 to 0-4,
to Cork, with both Charlie and
his brother John playing together
against the men from Munster.

By 1915 a knee injury ended
Charlie’s foothall career, but he
immediately was elected Vice
Chairman of Leitrim GAA from
1915 to 1917. The Flynn family
were deeply immersed in Leitrim
GAA both on and off the field,
with Charlie’s older brother John
serving as GAA County Secretary
from 1908 to 1917.

By 1921, both the county and
the country was in political turmoil
with the War of Independence
raging between the IRA and
Crown forces. It was while stay-
ing at the Flynn family home at
Selton that six members of the
Number 2 Flying Column of the
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and was a member of the GAA
Ard-Chombhairle. It was as
County Chairman in 1927 that
he acquired the services of
Clare’s Sean O'Hehir, father of
legendary broadcaster Michael
O’Hehir, as Leitrim team trainer.
O’Hehir’s training methods were
rewarded with Leitrim winning
their first ever Connaught title
in 1927 defeating Galway on a

South Leitrim Brigade of the IRA,
led by Sean Connolly from Long-
ford were killed in an ambush
by members of a combined British
Army and RIC force on 10 March
1921. Charlie was immediately
detained for questioning, but
was released the following day
when the authorities realised
that he was not a political activist.
Flynn continued his career as
a GAA administrator throughout
the 1920’s, serving as County
Chairman in 1924, and again
from 1926 to 1929. He also
served as Vice Chairman in 1923,

scoreline of 2-4 to 0-3, only to
be defeated by Kerry by two points,
in the All Ireland semi-final at
Tuam on 28 August 1927,

The football tradition of the
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Flynn family was continued to
the next generation by Charlie’s
son Cathal, who represented
Leitrim at both minor, and
senior levels in the 1950’s and
1960’s. Alongside fellow Leitrim
great Packie McGarty, Cathal
represented Connaught at
Railway Cup level, and both men
had the unique distinction of
representing Ireland on two
occasions. Charlie did not live to
see all the exploits of his son on
the playing fields of Ireland,
dying at the age of 67 in 1956
at his home in Gorvagh.

A Unique Leitrim Family
The Duignan Family from Mohill

Comdt Eamonn Duignan, together with his three sons, Eamonn, Mick and
Gerry, were all commissioned officers in the Forsa Cosanta Aitiuil (FCA).
Commissions are signed by both the President of Ireland & the Taoiseach
of the time. Comdt Eamonn Duignan, was commissioned in 1946 with
Gerard, the youngest of the three, commissioned in 1995—almost 50
years later! All were attached to E Coy Mohill 17BN.

Comdt Eamonn Duignan was one of the first to join the LDF (Local
Defence Force) in 1940. In 1947 all reserve forces were disestablished and
in their place were created the First Line Reserve (FLR) and the Second
Line Reserve —An Férsa Cosanta Aitidil (FCA).

B Above: Cmdt Eamonn Duignan,
Commissioned March 1946— President
Sean T O’Kelly, Taoiseach Eamon de Valera.
He died while on an FCA camp in Finner in
1978 and received a full state funeral.

B /eft: Lt Eamonn Duignan
Commissioned May 1980 —President Patrick
Hillery, Taoiseach Charles Haughey.

Cpt Mick Duignan March 1986—President
Patrick Hillery, Taoiseach Garret FitzGerald.

Lt Gerry Duignan—Commissioned in October
1995 — President Mary Robinson, Taviseach john
Bruton.




