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T H E  P O S T  O F F I C E has
been in The Square, Drumshanbo
for over a century. It is no coin-
cidence that it is located in the
centre of the town. For all of
that time, it has been a centre,
not only a place where people
can post a parcel or collect a
pension, but also a meeting
place; a place to find out infor-
mation or to ask a member of
staff to help you to fill up State
forms. 

In these days of social media,
ATMs and Telephone Call Centres,
the Post Offices and the Credit
Unions are the human face of
modern business. They are places
where people can actually discuss
their problems with a person
rather than with a machine or a
Call Centre in a far away place.

At present, there are 1,060 Post
Offices in Ireland. An Post and
the Government want to reduce
that number to less than 600.
They say that many Post Offices
are not viable, uneconomical and
are not paying for themselves.
But is this the case of An Post
and the Government knowing
the price of everything and the
value of nothing ?

Post Offices provide many serv-
ices to the public. They provide
banking, posting, bill-paying,
money-transfer and foreign
exchange services. They are

open six days a week. They
combine the unusual qualities
nowadays of being very homely
and very efficient. Recently, they
introduced a Smart Account
Debit Card in partnership with
Mastercard. With this card, peo-
ple can have a current account
with debit card for ATMs, direct
debit, etc. So, it can be said that
An Post is trying to move with

the times and provide people
with the type of service that
they need.

The future of Drumshanbo Post
Office is far from certain. At the
moment, the business is viable,
but it is still a case of “Use It or
Lose It.” If people do not use our
Post Offices, then this essential
facility will go the way of our
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small shops, pubs, railways,
Garda Stations, creameries, etc. 

Our Post Offices will become just
a pleasant memory, a photograph
in someone’s scrapbook of
Drumshanbo and other small
towns and villages long ago.

But we will not be a memory.
We are a relevant and important
part of life in modern, rural Ire-
land. The road ahead may be a
long or a short one, depending
on Goverment policy and the
economic state of An Post. But
despite this, my wife, Trish, and 
I intend to continue to give the
service that we and previous
generations of Postmasters,
Postmistresses and Postal 
Workers have given to our 
communities for many years.

Paschal McKenna has been Postmaster
of Drumshanbo PO since he succeeded
his mother, Bridie, in that position in
1986. Here he outlines the case that
the survival of our Post Office network
will depend upon the support it
receives from the communities it
serves.
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BACK HOME PHOTOS by  Siobhan Feehan-Flynn

MY NAME is  Siobhan Feehan-Flynn. I am married to Patrick Flynn from Tarmon,
Drumkeerin. I have always enjoyed taking photographs and while in Leitrim I have
taken the following photographs. I would like to thank Bláithín and her team for 
all their great work on the Leitrim Guardian, we enjoy reading it every year. Also 

I would like to thank Gail and Ben
in the Solas Gallery Ballinamore
for their great work and exhibiting
my photographs.

Snippet

n  Left: Diver and Fisherman on
the Shannon at Drumsna
n  Right: White horse on Arigna
Mountain


