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PRESERVING THE ARMADA STORY
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THE ARMADA STORY isa
complicated affair, of Kings and
Queens, empires and nation states,
armies and navies, pirates and
treasures, galleons and cannons. It
has connections that link all the
nations of 16th century Europe.
And it has particular resonance for
Streedagh, Grange and the North
West region.

More ships of the Armada were
lost to weather than were lost in
naval action. At least 25 ships were
lost off the West Coast of Ireland
and one of the greatest maritime
disasters occurred at Streedagh
where three ships were wrecked on
21st September 1588 with the loss
of 1,100 souls.

Captain Francisco De Cuellar’s
account of his survival of ship
wreck, and his subsequent adven-
tures in the North West, is a vivid
record of an Ireland in the midst of
massive upheaval and change. It is
an invaluable record of our place
and people.

Grange and Armada Development
Association’s (GADA) mission is to
establish Grange as the Armada
Centre for Ireland through: the
protection and conservation of the
Armada Wreck site at Streedagh;

the development of an Armada
Interpretive and Visitor Centre at
the Courthouse in Grange and other
ancillary facilities; an annual series
of events commemorating the
Armada story.

The story of the Spanish Armada
and the wreck site at Streedagh has
been kept alive in folklore by the
people of the North West for over
400 years. The site has been pro-
tected by the local population from

looters and treasure seekers. A
tourist offering centred on the
Armada and De Cuellar stories set
in the iconic landscape of the North
West has the potential to attract
visitors in huge numbers to our
area.

The success of the Wild Atlantic
Way is self evident, now we need to
ensure increased footfall to local
businesses and service providers.

We are on the start of a journey
that will provide employment and
opportunities for all our people.
With the support of the state
authorities and our local and
national representatives we can
build an infrastructure that will
sustain our area and people into
the future.
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Francisco De Cuéllar was a captain
of the galleon San Pedro of the
squadron of Castille, one of the
front line squadrons of the Spanish
Armada. Following the battles with

the English fleet in the Channel,
de Cuéllar was accused and convicted
of breaking fleet sailing orders.

Condemned to death, he argued
his case sufficiently well, to obtain
a reprieve. Conditional to reprieve,
was that he remain on board the
Levanter La Lavia under the super-
vision oh the Judge Advocate, Martin
de Aranda.

This then was how he came to be
aboard La Lavia, when she in
company with La Juliana and
Santa Maria de Visén also from the
squadron of Levant, became
trapped off the Sligo coast near
Streedagh. These three ships
remained stormbound here for
four days. On the fifth day the
weather worsened. As the storm
increased, all three ships were
driven ashore foundering on
Streedagh Strand.

Francisco de Cuéllar survived this
disaster and set out to reach safety,
first here in Ireland, travelling from
Sligo to the Causeway Coast of North
Antrim, from there to Scotland, and
from Scotland to Spanish held
Antwerp.

From Antwerp he wrote a long
letter detailing his adventures in
Connaught and Ulster, which led to
his subsequent escape.

This is the full text of Captain
Francisco de Cuéllar’'s memoirs
of his harrowing experiences in
Ireland following the shipwreck of
the Spanish Armada, his trek
through Sligo and Leitrim; his
dealings with the local Gaelic
chieftains O’Rourke and McClancy;
before finding safe passage to
mainland Europe, ahead of his safe
return to Spain.

This letter was discovered in
Spanish archives in the 19th century
and is reproduced alongside.

A letter detailing his adventures was
discovered in Spanish archives in the
19th century and can be read over-
leaf. www.grangeandarmada.com






