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Literature

William Dargan: An 
Honourable Life 1799-1867
Fergus Mulligan
This book tells the remarkable story of
this Carlow-born engineer who trained
under Thomas Telford and went on to
build 12,000 kms of railway in 
Ireland and Britain. He also built
canals, roads, reclaimed vast tracts
of land in Wexford and Derry, ran
canal boats and cross-channel
steamers and set up flax and thread
mills. At one time he employed almost 50,000 people.

Alone he funded and built the 1853 Art-Industry Exhibition
on Merrion Square, Dublin as showcase for Irish talents and
skill in a country only just recovering from the Famine. The
National Gallery on the same site is largely a tribute to him
and his statue stands in front of the Gallery. Mount Anville in
south Dublin was his house and when he died at 2 Fitzwilliam
Square his funeral to Glasnevin was said to be the largest
since Daniel O’Connell’s. 

Published by Lilliput Press, hardback 300 pp, 90 original illustrations. 25 Euro

A Right not a Privilege —
St Joseph’s College & Educational Initiatives in Manorhamilton
1930-1970 
Proinnsíos Ó Duigneáin 
This book is primarily concerned with
the attempts made by a local commit-
tee in Manorhamilton to bring sec-
ondary education to North Leitrim -
an aim which was finally achieved
after nearly a quarter of a century of
endeavour. It is a story involving
local parish priests and Catholic
bishops including leading church-
man Cardinal McRory and their
interaction with activists such as
Seán McPolin, John Drumm, 
Dr Harry O’Carroll, Tom Dominic
Rooney and Paddy Coyle.The
book also recounts the heroic
efforts of Oonagh Brady(grandmother
of singer-songwriter Paul Brady) and her two daughters to
set up a private secondary school in Manorhamilton at a time
when the acquisition of the Leaving Certificate was denied to
the vast majority of pupils in North Leitrim. The author also
details the establishment of the Vocational system in Leitrim
and the early years of Manorhamilton ‘Tech’ where the
Department of Education refused to sanction the appointment
of a woman as the first principal because it was not their 
policy to do so. A Right not a Privilege contains copies of
original documents and is illustrated, fully referenced and
indexed. 
Available in all good bookshops. 180 pp.  12 Euro

A Further Selection of Relevant Publications
Bláithín Gallagher

The Home Place 
Brian Leyden
The Home Place is a richly
rewarding memoir of family
life and a beautiful evocation
of the world in which Brian
Leyden grew up in the coal
mining village of Arigna. He
walks us through Irish life
from famine times to the
impact of the attack on the
twin towers. We experience
the lives of his neighbours,

his community, and his family as
he casts a loving eye on customs, beliefs and traditions,
balancing loss and humour to lyrical perfection. You will
also meet American aunts, uncles and cousins “home on
holiday” every summer and the ways in which his family
found themselves on holiday in their own home: lifted out
of their workaday existence at the height of the hay saving
by generous to a fault relations whose enthusiasm for ‘the
old country’ over so many delightful, sunlit summers
brought such unexpected enrichment to everyone. This edi-
tion reissued on Amazon contains a new foreword and a
new end chapter to a memoir that will stay with you long
after reading it. An Irish classic. 

Available as paperback/eBook on Amazon.
245pp.  £10 Stg

The Sleeping Warrior 
Stephen Murphy
The Sleeping Warrior is the
backdrop to Lough Gill, a lake
immortalized in the Yeats poem,
The Lake Isle of Inisfree.
Inspired by the lush surround-
ings on the Northwest coast of
Ireland, Stephen’s first collection
is a journey into the mythology
of old and the politics of the
modern day. His poetry is a mix
of an Ireland beyond the
romantics of postcards and a
philosophy heavily influenced by Eastern thought.
The book comprises of 20 poems.

On sale in Bredins and Costcutter in Manorhamilton, 
Charlie Byrne’s Bookshop in Sligo, or online via
www.thesleepingwarrior.wordpress.com  48pp  10 Euro


