SPORT

FENAGH

ALLEY

22 YEARS ON

TWENTY TWO vyears ago | took pen
to paper to hale the return of handball in
Leitrim and remember the people who built
the alley in Fenagh 40 years previously.
Yes different times, different people but a
small tread still follows on from those begin-
nings in the late 80s. In 1992, | looked
back to 1952 when a group of local people
in Fenagh got together to build a new
three wall handball alley to replace the
old one wall alley that had gone into a
state of disrepair. In the intervening

40 years the game had come and gone
both at local and county level and an
attempt was made to get the game reor-
ganised in the late 80s.

The original alley was built onto the
gable end of Fenagh temperance hall in
1913 and 100 years later, 2013 a new state
of the art handball court now stands proudly
in its place. It was officially opened on
4th August 2013 by local men John Tom
Bland and John Heaney with the President
of GAA handball Willie Roche from county
Clare in attendance. John Tom was a star
player in the 60s and 70s winning the
Leitrim singles title in 1967 and John was
secretary of the club in 1954 when the
new three wall alley was built. It was a
great day for both men as it was their

legacy was the inspiration for what the
club is today.

This year 2014, 60 years after the late
Jack Doherty built the three wall alley we
continue to develop our facilities at
Fenagh and to consolidate a very promi-
nent club in national terms. The club
plans to add a new 40 x 20 alley to their
facilities over the next few months to
take away the need for travelling to other
clubs for training and games etc.

At this point in time the club is no
longer just one wall, three walls or four
walls, it has a dedicated team of officials
driving the club forward and a growing
number of players competing at the high-
est level in national and international
competition. A comprehensive juvenile
coaching programme has been in place
over the last number of years at our new
indoor alley, the results of which are now
coming to fruition. In 2009 Donal Wrynn
won the world under 15 one wall title to
start a great golden period for the club.

In 2011 he joined club colleagues Jamie
Murray, Martin Raftery, Leo Logan and
Shane Doonan to win the all Ireland Jun-
ior B club championship to add to Murray
and Rafterys Junior B doubles title that
same year. 2012 saw Wrynn dominate the

minor ranks taking the national 40 x 20
singles title and reaching the doubles
semi final with Shane Donnan. In the 60 x
30 championship Wrynn lost the singles
final but went on to take the doubles title
with Doonan once again as his partner.
Then to cap it all, in 2012 Jarlath Scollan
and Alan Wrynne won the world U-13
doubles one wall championship at City
West in Dublin with Scollan reaching the
singles final to take silver.

Last year Ed Lee won the all Ireland
60 x 30 Golden Masters title while this
year club member Martin Raftery won
the all Ireland Junior handball title.
Raftery now joins Donal Wrynn in the
intermediate grade with promotion to
the senior ranks not impossible for either
player in the near future. While these
players make local and national headlines
setting example for next generation, the
alley is always available to the social
player who just wants to play the game at
his own pace.

..And so we continue to develop as a
club taking world and national titles not
to mention an endless array of provincial
titles and provide the best possible facili-
ties for our present and future players.

THE CHARLES FAMILY, Aughavas
Back row: Antoinette, Noreen, Paul, Gregory, Eva, Oliver,

Aiden.

Front Row: Noel, Eugene (Snr), Paraic (sitting on his
father's knee), Noreen (nee Cooney), Finola (sitting on
her mother’s knee), Margaret, Stephen (sitting on

Margaret's lap), Enda, Mary.

Inset—Bottom right corner: Augustine (eldest child).
Missing from the photograph is Eugune (jnr) (not born in
1971). This photograph was taken in the home of Peter
‘Sonny’ Charles of Cloone, brother of Eugene (Snr) on 21st

March 1971 by G Dunne.

The Charles family lived in Leganomer, Aughavas until

1971 when they moved to Mullingar.
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Martin Raftery: All Ireland Champion ™ Martin Raftery, Handball Champion

M M Barnard

On 22nd September 2014 a small piece of Leitrim sporting history was made
when 25 year old Martin Raftery won the All Ireland Junior A 60 x 30 Handball
Championship. In a tense match he beat his opponent Paul Lambert of Wexford
in the tie break with a score of 21-18 after losing the first game 21-16 and win-
ning the second with a score of 21-18.This is by no means Raftery's first taste of
success. Together with partner Emmet Mahon he won the provincial level under
14 doubles in 2003. They went on to win the All Ireland semi-final but lost out
in the final. However, consolation came when they were named Connacht
Juvenile Players of the Year. Raftery won his first All Ireland Junior B 60 x 30 in
2011 when he and Jamie Murray beat their Wexford opponents. In the same
year they were named Connacht team of the year by the GAA Handball All Stars. On the same day as the awards cere-
mony he was part of the team that won the All Ireland Junior Championships for Fenagh for the first time. As handball
isn't given the same prestige as football or hurling, Raftery hopes that his win will help to raise the profile of handball
in Leitrim and that it will encourage young players to take up the sport. For Raftery this is the pay-off for hard work
and training. He couldn't have done it without the help and quidance of all those who stand behind the scenes.

SNIPPET

The Cairn and Time Capsule

As one of the closing events of the Carrick 400th Anniversary (1613-2013) commemorations, a Memorial Caim was constructed along the
road leading to the Famine Graveyard at the rear of St Patrick's Hospital, using many stones contributed by people from all over the country,
and a few from abroad. The cairn's marker is dedicated to the memory of our ancestors, with the inscription Clochdn Ama in Onoir Dar Sinear
engraved. There is a purpose-built air and waterproof chamber within the caim containing nearly 100 mementos of our time, including a letter
from Uachtaran na hEireann, Michael D. Higgins. The chamber was sealed in December, and the unveiling event took place on 13th February 2014
with a good attendance. The project was a joint effort of Carrick-on-Shannon Heritage Group, Carrick-on-Shannon & District Historical Society,
Leitrim County Council, and Leitrim Development Company, and it is envisioned that the chamber will be opened for the 500th commemorations.

38 John Bredin (Heritage Group Chair), Aileen Armstrong
o (Historical Society), Cllr Sinéad Guckian, Mary C Dolan
(Heritage Group), Gerry Faughnan (Carrick Chamber
of Commerce), Sinead McDermott (Leitrim Tourism),
Frank Curran (County Manager), Ciaran Tracey
(Leitrim County Council), Joseph Gilhooly (Leitrim
County Council), Ethel Patterson (Heritage Group) &
Teresa O'Callaghan (St George's Heritage Centre).

Famine Memorial Cairn & Time Capsule

Clr Sinéad Guckian, Mary C Dolan (Carrick-on
Shannon Heritage Group) & Gerard faughnan
(Carrick Chamber of Commerce)
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