Raymond Laird
Drumshanbo

Ravmond Laled arnd Rz wile, Bewey, wita, frow &1, Sandra, Roger, Gary,

Shirley

RAYMOND LAIRD, manufaciurer of Bo-Peep
and Lairds Irish  Jams and  marmalades,
Drpmizshanho, has been elected Leigzinn Man of the
Y.

Raymord joinesd the Company of the jam
fagtory in 1943 alter completing his eduention ot
Fartora Boval Scheel, Eanikillen, It was then sill
2 small venture, His father, Calelk 5. Laird, had
opened the factory in 1925 with five on the payrell
Mow there ars 50, over |00 dunng the three-month
run up o Chrostomas,

Raymond's great grandfather sculed in
Drumshznbo in the ruddle of the 18th century, He
wis 3 Scots. He siarted & leather busieess. His son
opened o grocery. In 1902, his san, aed Raymeond’s
father, bowght an old mill for spwing timber. He
later switched to generting electricity, using the
mill race which = sull there. The Lairds continued
to supply electeiciny ¢ Drumshanbo wrtil the late
154z,

Business 15 i the blood. During the 1960 —
“when | had boundless energy” — Raymond
gwmned eaght of nine differsnt businesses, a super-
market in Drogheds, n guest house, a drapery
business =tz, He duispossd af them all whan he
installed modern machinery in the jam factery in
1969, He is aboul to install the Etest machiery,
with increased productlon, bur with no ll:-:-s_-:lf
jobs. He is now ranked third in jam manufacturing
in Ieeland, after Chivess and Lambe Brothers.

[Picturz: John Keaney).

Aller the Frankiur: Food Fair, 1971, Luirds
started (o expand their export business. Mow they
export large quantitics to Middle Enst countries.
They have also braken into the lucrative North
Americin market where the trade name is Lairds
Irisk, a nacwe soon o be given to all jams
minulaciured at Drmamshanbo, Lards won tne
National Export Award in 1972

Raymond and his wife, Betty. hawve four
children, Gary, Sandra, Shieley, and Roger, Gary
w now o direclor of the company, and shares hs
father's  insatinkle interest in the business,
Raymond 1% away [rom home quits 8 11 on
businesg, sa he enjoys hame life all the more, His
attle is his ene hebby now, He plays an cocavional
game of goll in  Kosses Point When he was
younger he was a well-known rally driver and
trinls competitas, He represented Irglond for tour
years in the B.AC, Rally,

Raymend 13 @ Methodist. Their chapel
celebrated its crnienary in 1960, “Johr Wesley
1kl us to be 'n friend to all and a foc o noene' . he
savs, "and 1"y a piece of advice that | and my (ather
have always tried 1o follew.” The proof is there;
Baymond bas o first ¢loss mnd [owal wark toree. He
is & highly respscted man in the Diremshanbo
community; he 15 the elected chaipman of
Diremshan®o Development Association.

Leitrim people have expressed the debi they
o to the Lawrd family down the years by electing
Baymend Leiirim Man of the Year, We now
extend oue cengratulations 19 him.
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