LEITREM CGUARDIAN) MAN OF THE YEAR

MOONEY HEADS POLL
OF 2,677 VOTES

The Leitrim Guardiam Man of the Year
Award was [irsl presented (last year) 1o
Edmumd Shanley. Pressdent, Leitfim
Locely of New York, on behall of thas
Zociety. The Editar of the Leitfim Guar-
dizn mmle the memination while on the
“Hanls Across the Sea™ trip o the States.

This vear il wasd decided 1o subm't the
decisbons to an opén Pl in the Leéitoim
Ohserver Newspaper. The poll was oon-
ducted duripig August and  Septémber
(19700 by courtesy of the Exditor, Gregory
Dnne, B.A. Auditors of the poll were the
Editars of the Leitrm Guardizn and the
Leitrimn Observer—two unconnecied pub-
icationa,

Mo fewer tham 47 ndmames resalted Trom
the inctial write- ng, and of these the six
Righest on the lisi were submilted to the
publec lor a Hhnal balled.

These sax were:

Com. Annie (M) Mohill.

M chell, Frameis, Manorhamilton,

Muooney. Jostph, M.C.C.. Drumshanbsd.

Tonle, Gesrge, Carrick -if-Shanndn.

Duinn, Patmck, Cloane & Dublin.

Yowng, Revd. John, C.C.. Ballinamare.

The hmal ballot in which 2677 woles
wirg ¢ast resulted in a vactary far Joseph
Mooney., MJCCL Drumshanbo, who headed
the pall with 741 vabes.

{A poll 5 a means to an end, the end in
this imstance being to  determicne the
peonle™s chaice for our Man of the Year
Avward. Having achieved this end it is maovt
deemed necessary or ethocal to reveal the
actual  figures recorded for the other
Analisie. In a way we have efcrdached @n
Ibeir privacy in invelving them in this
vote. gnd we do not propose o go farther
than we have gone abowve—Edifar.),

A Politician

b owould B sale fo say of Joe Mooney
1hat thosigh he be 4 polilicaan his pame is
avnanvmouws  with  Leitrin,  more  than
wilth palitigcs.  Perhaps th & has been the
mans wuldeng in the political feeld.
It 18 ta his  credit., howewver, that
Leitrim  ¢ame before political beliefs or
the statutory toeing of any party lime, For
this semse of wpexploited and unexplait-
able fidelity he well deserves the wnigue
honour which this magarine (through the
pecple] now bestows upon him.

Nominaled o Senaibe

Headimg the poll is nothing new 1o him
for sinée his co=option to the Leltnm
County Council in 194} this farthers sear)
he has headed the poll in three of the
four County Council clectiosns e has had
o contest. At nationsl level his palitical
‘ortunes brought homour and disappoints
ment, bur never frustration. He was an
msuceessiul Dall candidate on a number
if oeeastons, both as-an Indepemdent gnd
s behall of Fianma Fail. The greatess
wiour 40 come his way in polithes was
wrhaps his nomination by the then Taci-
exch, Sean Lemass, (o Seamnd Elréann in
#6l. He was the first Leltrim man to
W zo honowrad.
ooy Tre Mosnew rhe honaies hawe heen
e — — - -

Rewd, Fr, Yownz €0,

Laondgy U Taoale

i this, have been his election as Presi-
dent ol the Léitrim People’s Associaiion
i Loadon in recogniiion of his waork for
hid mative couniv, He and his wife were
then Guests of Homowr, with his Losd-
ship, Most Bevd, Dy, Cahal B, Daly, Bis-
hop of the [Hocese, ot the Association’s
Annual Dinner two years ago. He has also
been featured in “Whoe's Who in Egrope™,
which contalns notices of men of promin-
ence an [he continent. In 1954 he was
appointed a Commissioner for Oaths by
the Chiel Jusfice.

It would be bess difficult e Hst the
organisations with which Joe Mooney iz
not associated, tham those in which he is
astively involved. It would be bup fair.
however, o recond Bere that he is a
founder member of the Leitrim Hislorical
Society, Combhaltas Ceoltori Eireann in
Leitrim: Lettmm Cownty Tourist Develop-
ment  Assocation; Druomshanbo  Angling
Clab afd An Tostal (Drumshanba). He
has been much sowght after by these
argansatians at the highest level, being a
member of the Mational Exccutive of An
Comhaltas and Chairman of the Con.
maught Council and the Leitrim County
Board. He is also a member of the
Blatimnel Manmck] oAl tka Inland  lisras

“THANK YOU”
FROM
NEW YORK

This year scems to have flawn By ard
once gain you and your sisl are work-
ing arduously on the 3rd Edition of your
annual  “Leitrim  Guardian™., It iz a
treasured journal on our bookshelves here.
The credit  goes to your unselfish ellors in
making the Cinardian, & jowrnal of guality
and & eredit to Leitrim. Your arlicles are
humierous, cnlightening and historical ihus
making thiz a book for everyone, The piar-
swit of turning out & quality product miast
remain undsiamed as the “Ciuasdibmn’s™ cir-
citlation prows,

YWe, the officers and members of the
County Leilrim Society of Mew York wish
you good leck snd every success i this
venmiure,

Ohipr sengere thanks and apprecialion are
citendded to you for bedlowing on ws the
hanour of holding the treasured “Man of
the Year™ award. It is a beawiful trophy
and a credit te the artist (Mr. George
Eellew) nnd to Drumbeesin for producing
such fine marble, The trophy was widely
seclaimed here as a masterpiece of fine art.
Char good Tuck goes to its nexi holder

Hest wishes 1o you and all our friends at
honzs.
Simcerely Yours,
Edmiund J. Shanley, President.
Barbaru E. NMahon, .
Corresponding  Secretary

NOT SYNONYMOUS WITH POLITICS

One of the frst 1o recognise Leltrim's
tourist potential, he has never lost an op-
portunity to promoie the development of
the county inm this sphere, In this, ag in his
many other commitments to Leitrim's
cause, his ideals are shared by his Bally-
shanmon bora wile, Eva. Topether they
ran @ Voluntary  Visitors' Information
Service a: a result of which they meer
people from many continents, seeking in-
formation pegardinz their forbeass.

Brother to Fr. Canice

A past pupil of the local MNational
School (under the twgion of Mre, J. .
Diodd, ex-MN:T., Dublin, and the late §. .
Dodd, M.T.h. and the Franciscan Col-
lege, Multyfarmham, he is now a represen-
tative of the New Ireland Assurance Com-
pany Lid,, and am Aovoctioneer. He js
brather of the late Very Rewd, Fr, Canles,
O.F.M., Franciscam Howse of Studies,
Killiney, and Sr. M. Amngela of “the Con-
gregation of the Missions, Christchurch.
Mew Fealand_

loe Moopey Is a dedicated man, not to
himself bt 20 hiz community and county.
He is perfect to whatever degree humanity
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